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Non violent direct action: 
the only way to answer back? 
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An instrumertal fusion of Peace. Love, Confusion and Extremism 
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Г о CORTERTS 


FOCUS: 


Alternative news from here and there 


є. THE BIGGER PICTURE: 


After the Criminal Justice Act -Where Do 
We Go From Here? 


Miss Pod takes a look at the direct action movement and 
tackles some of the key issues debated since the hated Criminal 
Justice Act became law. 


16. STOCKINGS, DICKS AND 
DIGGERS 


Why was a man dressed in nothing but a pair of black stockings 
invading one of Surrey’s most exclusive golf courses? Pod 
went to find out... 


20. DIARY OF AN ACTIVIST 
How does someone become empowered enough to take up direct 
action? Tom Sunnyside explains how he started on a roof, | 
graduated to a crane and ended up living in a tree. 


24. DIS-ORGANISATION 
Brighton’s ‘Justice?’ collective is one of the busiest and most 
inspiring of the direct action groups to come out of the 
campaign against the Criminal Justice Act. What keeps them 
going? Gibby Zobel explains. 


32. THE ART OF CREATIVE 
RESISTANCE 
John Jordan looks back at the community that grew up around 
the spectacular defence of.Claremont Road, East London and 
charts the rise of a new breed of artist-activist whose motto is 
‘Creativity, Courage and Cheek’. 


38.THE SPIKY V. FLUFFY DEBATE 


Pod takes a fluffy but firm look at the issue of non-violence 
versus violence as a campaigning technique. 


42.THE TALE OF THE GHOST DANCE 


Jim Thomas compares today’s use of non-violent direct action 
with the peace dances used by American Indians 100 years ago. 


46. NO MORE BLAH, BLAH, BLAH! 


Ursula Wills-Jones follows the progress of a special European 
gathering of NVDA activists in Berlin. 


50. BLOOD AND OIL 


Following the outrage over the Brent Spar, Adrian Short 
examines Shell Oil's controversial track record further afield in 
Nigeria. 


54. GUNS, LIES AND SOUNDBITES 


The Scott Inquiry continues to hit the headlines. But what's is 


the bullshit. 


Ihis year has been dominated by various 
anniversaries marking the end of the Second 
World War. In other words, it's 50 years since 
mankind dreamed of burying the spectre of 
Fascism for good. Fat chance. 

I'm sure I’m not alone in thinking that in 1995, 
we've gone full circle. For Fascism, read 
Supercapitalism. Perhaps the manifestations are 
not so extreme but from where I’m sitting, I’m 
watching the erosion of everything that the brave 
people of the post-war world struggled to create. 
The rights of the ordinary person and the rights of 
the community are being replaced by the rights of 
multinational companies to trash and exploit. 
How much more can we take? Where will it end? 
The answer is by no means black and white but 
more and more people are realising that as 
individuals and communities we have to take the 
power back. Many are taking the first step by 
challenging the suits and the uniforms - sometimes 
with remarkable success. 

DIY Culture and non-violent direct action have 
proven to be effective tools both in empowering 
people and raising issues that would otherwise be 
buried. It's given purpose back to many people's 
lives. But to be really effective, many more active ` 
people are needed. 

50 what do you want? Are you happy to join the 
treadmill, get a McJob and say goodbye to your 
future? Or do you care enough to stand up and 
defend our dying democracy? 

Ihe message is clear: we can only depend on 
ourselves. The walls can't be torn down in one 
stroke, it requires constant chipping away - 
courage and tenacity - but the ‘people power’ 
potential is enormous. . 

Many have dismissed the direct action movement 
as those green people.' But the environment is 
much wider than trees and fields. It's about 
community. It's about social justice and respect 
for ourselves and our fellow beings. It's time for 
us to come together. 


Deeds not words. 


IT CAN BE DONE, IT CAN BF FUN! - DIY. 
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MOBILE CULT? 


Heard about the Aym Amo Torist cult? 
Apparently the cult is so big across 
Europe that many people are members 
without even realising it. Cult activities 
include ritual suicide by mutual 
asphyxiation. These take place in mass 
gatherings called ‘drives’. Members meet 
On major roads in ceremonial coffins 
which they call 'Mymo Torka’. Each 
coffin emits poisonous gasses which 
progressively pollute both the occupants 
and the people in the surrounding area. 


and views 
To prevent being seduced into the cult, a no th Ere 
try chanting ‘Theemo Torka is crap’ and | 
get on your bike! | | 
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MICHAEL WELL, l'LL BE GARGOYLED 
i IOWA м STI It'll be hard to forget the sight of five anti-CJA protesters sitting on the roof of the Houses of 
З = Parliament the day after the Criminal Justice Act became law. Now rumour has it that the five 


have been given a memento of their protest by none other than the Metropolitan Police. 
Originally, the five were arrested and charged with damaging one of the stone gargoyles that 
sit frowning above MPs as they make their way into the house. While in custody, the roof- 
Andy Walley, а. BR worker and member of the sitters’ clothes were taken away for forensic inspection and they were given white overalls to 
Cheshire Freedom Network was recently 
thwarted in his attempts to bring the Home 
Secretary to book - but only just. 
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RED ARREST 


Weirdest arrest of the year: On hearing that China had re- 
started its nuclear testing programme, members of Youth 
CND responded by holding a demo outside the Chinese 


2 a^." . 
LERRA 


Embassy in London. Several managed to get through the 
Embassy gates and paint Hiroshima shadows onto the 
steps. The cops moved in and the demonstrators were 
fairly swiftly arrested for, resisting arrest, criminal 
damage and would you believe, ‘Trespassing in China.’ 
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wear instead. 

Weeks later, the five were suddenly told that charges had been dropped and that their clothes 
were available for collection. This they duly did. But back home, they discovered that they had 
one extra bag. Inside was, yes, the very same gargoyle they'd been accused of damaging. It has 
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A reader writes to tell 


Anyone worried about promoting 
events that are likely (о 
contravene the Criminal Justice 
Act, should take a tip from 
SHEFFIN,  Sheffield's ,free 
information network newsletter. It 
goes like this: ‘CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE AND PUBLIC ORDER 
ACT 1994 DISCLAIMER - All 
events listed in SHEFFIN are 
fictitious and do not represent 
anything living or dead. Any 
suggestive phrases or information 
in SHEFFIN is for entertainment 
only and should not be acted upon 
as (attendance or intention to 
attend) an event may constitute a 
criminal offence. SHEFFIN 
recommends readers remain at 
home (if you have one) and watch 
TV. SHEFFIN cannot be held 
responsible if readers take control 
of their lives and fight back. 


people who want to link up to the 
underground. pHreak is a new 
computer bulletin board which 
specialises in all things alternative. 
And says the press release, that 
doesn’t just mean, ‘gurning ravers and 
hardcore techno.’ 

The idea is based around the 
exchange of information and ideas. 
There are loads of different areas 
including Kulture, ‘Out There’, 
Sounds (that you can actually listen 
to), Fight For Your Rights and loads 
of stuff from the Internet from sex 
wizards to zippies and net zines. 
Being a complete technophobe, it's 
taken Miss Pod ages to get to grips 
with the whole concept (It took her a 
year to work out how to download - 
honestly!) but pHreak people are 
always willing to talk you through the 
process on that trusty old bit of 
hardware, the telephone. See ad for 
more details. 


INFO ALERT! 


managed to catch Howard on the steps of 
Nantwich Conservative Club. Andy asked 
Howard about a House of Lords ruling that the 
Home Secretary had acted illegally in trying to 
change the levels of compensation for victims 
of crime. 'As the man in charge of 
administering criminal justice in the country,' 
Andy began. 'Could you explain your position 
now that the House of Lords has ruled that 
you acted illegally and you therefore now 
appear to me to be a criminal?' 

Shocked by such close contact with an 
ordinary member of the public, Howard 
shuffled on to his car, muttering something 
along the lines of, 1 don't wish to comment on 
that. Frankly, its not a criminal matter.’ 

Andy had the last laugh. The local press took 


OXER, MAYPOLES 


WPC OR 
NOT WPC 


It’s often said that policewomen 
have a much nastier streak in 
them than their male colleagues. 
But after reading a survey on 
women in the force, Pod's 
beginning to see why. A survey 


carried our by Dr Jennifer 
Brown, head of research at 
Hampshire Constabulary, found 
that 9996 of those questioned said 
theyd experienced sexually 
explicit comments or jokes at 
work. One of the interviewees 
summed up her male 
counterparts as, ‘The most sexist, 
homophobic and racist section of 
society that I have ever 
encountered.’ | 


CAMCORDERS 
TO THE RESCUE 


Proof of how useful camcorders 
can be. An assault trial was 
abandoned recently after the judge 
was shown footage of a police 
officer punching his alleged 
assailant. The original incident 
happened at Hackney Town Hall 
where a group of protesters 
disrupted a council meeting last 
year to protest against the 
Criminal Justice (then) Bill. The 
Tactical Support Group was called 
in and protesters were 'removed'. 

Two protesters, Jacob Secker and 
Simon Barlow were charged with 
assaulting PC Terence Moore. But 
the court was shown video footage 
taken by another protester with PC 
Moore punching Secker three 
times. The judge ruled that PC 
Moore's force: was not 


.'reasonable'. PC Moore denied 


fabricating evidence or saying to 
Secker, ‘Don’t bleed on my 
handcuffs, they’re a new set.’ 
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MORE BOLLOCKS 
FROM POLLOK 


All power to John Livingston, one of 
the protesters trying to stop the 
construction of the M77 up on the 
Pollok estate in Glasgow. Jolin is a 
well-known face on the campaign 
and cuts a dashing figure in his kilt 
and traditional Scots garb (Miss 
Pod thinks so anyway). The story 
goes that John was arrested after a 


up the story and put it on the front page. ‘To 
be told by the Home Secretary that acting 
illegally is not a criminal matter is a classic,’ 
says Andy before warning readers, ‘Michael 
Howard is still at large, he is a Tory and 
dangerous. A reward will be given to anyone 
who can use a citizen’s arrest to bring him to 
justice.’ 
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^ NEWS FROM THE DIRTY TRICKS DEPARTMENT © 


Just who is the 'anonymous source' who is making a career out of rubbishing activists? Last summer, 
i the Sunday Times ran a story on the new breed of 'Eco-terrorists' who were, it claimed, using Vietnam- 
1^ style booby-traps to injure security men. 
4 Тре only evidence the story ines | produce was a bundle of farriers' files (rasps with pointed ends) that 


site invasion earlier thi$ year but 
much to the campaign's anger was 

refused bail by Magistrates. 

While on remand in HMP Greenock, 
John was told that he would have 
to surrender his kilt and wear 
prison clothes instead. This 
naturally got John's Celtic blood 

boiling and he refused to take it off. 
The kilt was finally confiscated but 
John got his own back - by refusing 
to wear any clothes at all. 


Several alternative publications have been carrying a 
certain list. The list shows a column of journalists which is 
opposite a column of police/secret service organisations. 
Unsuspecting readers may make the natural conclusion that 


us of an incident that 
happened to him when 
was trying to thumb a 
lift recently. After half 
an hour of fruitless 
hitching, who should 
walk up the road 
towards him than 'King 
For those who haven't 
come across him, 
Arthur Uther Pendragon 
believes himself to be 
the reincarration of the 
once and future king 
and is often seen in 
public in full Celtic 


AKD LOTS OF 
JIGGLIKG 


The pagan ceremony of ‘hand 
fasting is becoming an 
increasingly popular alternative 
to the traditional idea of 
getting married. Paul and 
Becky (pictured) were hand 
fasted during Beltane 
celebrations earlier this year - 
complete with maypoles and ox 
and cart. The couple’s hands 
were ceremonially tied with 
gold silk and they were united 
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LISTEN OUT 


Keep an eye out for Charter 88's 'youth wing’, Activ88. Activ has taken on 
the task of trying to convince 'young people' that registering to vote is a 
good idea. An uphill struggle, you might think. 

Their logic seems to be that if all the unregistered voters under 25 suddenly 
appeared on the electoral roll, it would add up to something like 2.5 million 
people. The three mainstream parties know the next election is going to be 
tight and they'll need every vote they can to get a majority. 

Sean, one of the Activ crew explains, 'Here's a potential block of voters that 
might make the difference between win or lose, politicians will have to listen to 
young people. If nothing else, it will almost certainly ensure that young 
people's views are included in the debate in the run-up to the next election.' 
To promote this idea, Activ are working on some very interesting projects 
including their own month-long radio station - in the middle of the Thames! 


the named journos are somehow connected to the 
organisations. This is in fact serious misinformation. The 
list comes from Larry O’ Hara’s book Turning Up The Heat 
- M15 after the Cold War. The journos listed are in fact 
those whose research into the secret service/police O’ Hara 
found very useful. Now you know. 
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DIRTY, SMELLY AND DISHONEST 


had been found at the Solsbury Hill anti-bypass campaign outside Bath. The Bath protesters insisted for a year and a day. Says Paul | 
o On iov Í that it was they who handed the files over to police after finding them on site. All the quotes from i y e y o ve. f Ф Oh dear. It seems that among students at least, information оп the dangers of the Criminal 
occasion, our reader 3 police /intelligence sources were anonymous. was great. ууе managed to Justice Act still isn't getting through. In a letter to Epigram, the independent paper for students 
was not that happy to i Then, just after Christmas another article appeared, this time in The Independent. The writer quoted а get through the whole | 


at Bristol University, one student took the trouble to write in and point out why he thinks the 
Act is a good idea. | 
After a brief introduction, the writer quickly got onto the topic of travellers who he describes as 
‘Dirty, smelly and dishonest - and decent people should not have to put up with them.’ 

He then turned to hunt saboteurs. ‘These city-travellers with half-baked animal welfare ideas who 
don't even know what they're protesting about half the time, come out and disrupt a perfectly 
legal day's sport.’ He finished by taking a snipe at anti live export campaigners with, ‘If we let 
these hooligans change the law they will stop at nothing - forced veganism, no leather, whatever 
next!’ Bristol University should take comfort in the fact that among their number, they have a 


i Student with all the makings of a future Tory Home Secretary. 
T"nnnnnnnnnnnnnmnnmnnnmnmnmnnnnmnnmnmnmnmnmnnmnmmnmmnmnmmmmmmmnmnmnmnmmmmmme 


see him. ‘Hitch-hiking ‘intelligence officer’ and implied that M15 and Special Branch were homing in on animal rights activists. 
is hard enough at the { It alsomentioned the Freedom Network although oddly, the reference was in a different paragraph and 
best of times.’ he 4 with no real cnnection to the rest of the story. 
ерй { Finally in May, The Sun, wrote, ‘Nine months after IRA guns fell silent, taxpayers are still forking our 
explained. Without millions on combating terrorism.’ It then pointed the finger at animal rights movement and quoted a 
having a big hairy ‘leading counter-intelligence source’. | 
bloke standing next to "This is the nutter fringe,’ said the source. ‘Green terrorism has replaced the IRA as the biggest threat 
i d | id b to the safety of people in public life.' It also fired an extremely libelous shot at the Freedom Network, 
TW ; n ru ? robes. which it accused of using the ‘outcry’ over the CJA to launch riots.’ 
and ‘Excalibur’ thrust What's going on? One thing we can be sure of. The suits must be taking the effectiveness of grassroots 
into his belt.’ 
4 


ceremony without making any 
promises to eachother!’ I'm 
told the Beltane festivities the 
evening before were so good 
that 30 or so people stripped 
off and jiggled around a fire in 
naked abandon until dawn. 
These roads-protesters - any 
excuse to get their kit off. 
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i campaigning very seriously indeed if they're going to the trouble of PK мя ridiculous crap in the 
papers. You can also be sure that the campaigns will have the last laugh in their own non-violent way! 
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Maybe not. 
just a few hours after the 
Criminal Justice Act was given 


Royal Assent last November, five 


activists set the tone for the 
months ahead. Dodging around 
cops and closed-circuit TV, they ` 


scaled the walls of the Houses of 


Parliament and sat on the roof oo, * "ON on | ^ WI 3 
under Big Ben. You can imagine the = WE M e uc wi M o8 


a huge banner saying DEFY THE GIA. 
and settled down to build a spliff. it 
said it all. 

Well, winter set in and quite a few 


campaigners slowed down. But others, despite 
the enormous efforts put into the campaign all 
through 1994, somehow struggled on to create 
colourful flashes in the post-CJA gloom. The Freedom 
Network joined forces with other direct action groups to 
organise a 'Stop The Criminal injustice Act’ week which 
saw a wave of ‘defiance actions’ around the country - 
including a mass trespass picnic on the lawn of Michael 


Howard's country home. 

During the same week Taking Liberties, a compilation album 

including The Orb, Orbital and Galliano was launched at the 

House of Gommons to raise funds for anti-CJA campaigns. ege 
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It is also on the look- 
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‚ responding to injustice. Lasting 


setting the agenda to force the government into 
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roots laid down by last year's anti-CJB. 
‚ in the long run, the politicians won't 


‘shit them. — On the legal side, Liberty, (National Council for Civil 
you might think it is, adds weight to their 


ined forces with Advance Party to organise a 
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the campaign metamorphosis is still continuing. But 
perience misuse or abuse of the ЄЈА 


we need to start saying what we do want, rather than 
to produce strong, healthy shoots. Don't believe 
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most potent political force of the 199 

process. But there is one fatal flaw. 

change doesn’t happen until proteste 
substantial and lasting political ch 

campaign. — Throughout the winter and s 
series of legal briefings for activists around the c 
DIY gathering of activists 


organised two talks on ‘Land Rights 
what we don 


contact them and give an account. 


Then, back in M 
weekend discussing the 


non-conformist collection of musicians and c 


next door a 

listened to an ‘outlawed’ succession of repetitive beats including Dread 
Zone’s single Fight The Power! _ 

The following months saw the spectacular week-long battle to save 


Claremont Rd from the M11 link road in east London (See feature on 


dsor Castle and hunt saboteurs continuing m h 


talling 151 by the end of the hunting season. By Spring, a metamorphosis was happening. People’s spirits 
than Middle England suddenly rose uP began to warm up and soon everyone was asking the same 

г live-animal export ports, followed ^ question: ‘Where do we go from here?’ Yes, some campaigns 
by the wonderful story of school Kids bunking off school to join ра E could continue to defy the CJA and show that it 15 unworkable 
M77 campaign on Glasgow's Pollok Estate. (The story goes that + е but others felt it was time to change tack, Despite lack of 
decided to join the road-protesters after watching an episode of Grange funds and ridiculous allegations of *eco-terrorism' in some of 
Hill, in which several of the cast try to save a house from being the national newspapers, many people were prepared to carry 


demolished for a road scheme.) on campaigning. But deep down most knew that a new 
approach was needed. | 
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ATCH OUT, THERE'S A 
Мутти ABOUT - 

While many groups are still — 
focussing on the issues on our collective 
doorstep, there is a growing re-awareness 
that the real threat to our future lies 
with unethical and unscrupulous 
multinational companies. There has 
been much talk of how, if we cannot put 
checks on these huge entities, that they 
will become the new superpowers. 

While the government continues to 
sell off all our national assets and 
multinationals continue to destroy 
everything in their path, we are left with 
two choices: unemployment or wage- 
slavery. 

To quote The Observer’s view on Tory 
tactics, ‘Labour costs have tumbled and 
employee protection has been 
undermined, but at the cost of rising crime, social instability 
and a rift with traditional Tory values. The ruthless logic.. is 
that benefits must be further squeezed until the unemployed 
are forced to take low-paid, unskilled jobs.’ And who would be 
the main providers of such crap deals we wonder? 

In his essay on Supercapitalism, a writer by the name of 
Captain Swing put it like this, ‘‘.... Those with real power will 
be sitting in overseas boardrooms - it will be a dictatorship via 
the Internet. ...You only have to look at the rise of ‘economic 
democracy’ in east Asian states, state which are characterised 
by one party systems, emphatic nationalism, militarism, a 
disciplinary society with severe punishment for dissenters. 
This is a society of pure capital. This is what we will 
experience if our opposition to it is unformed or over-run.' 

Їп response to this growing fear, more and more people are 
beginning to use direct action on multinationals. The 
international sense of frustration, anger and impatience 
characterised by young people (but surely a reflection of a 
wider feeling) was brought home sharply to delegates 
attending the Berlin summit on global warming back in the 
spring. 

While suits from over 150 countries spent a week achieving 
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very little, activists from all over Europe took part in a series of actions 
ending in the blockading of the summit conference centre itself. Armed with 
banners saying, ‘NO MORE BLAH,BLAH,BLAR' the protesters told the 
delegates they would not be allowed to leave the building until they did 
something constructive! Read the full story on page 46. 

Back in the UK, the oil giant Shell was the first to feel the force. First, a 
new group SHELL OUT staged a big demo outside Shell's annual general 
meetings to protest against the company's handling of the Ogoni issue in 
southern Nigeria- see feature on page 50. The entrances were blockaded and a 
huge banner with the words ‘Murderers’ on it was hung from the row of flag 
poles at the entrance. 

Just a few weeks earlier, members of Greenpeace were busy winching 
themselves down from a helicopter onto Shell's Brent Spar oil platform in a 
bid to stop its toxic contents being sunk into the Atlantic. Within weeks, the 
issue had gone international. Two Shell stations were burned down in Berlin 
and hundreds of activists urged car-users not to buy Shell petrol. When 
Greenpeace called for a boycott in England, reports indicated that the day's 
income from some petrol stations dropped by 50%. | 

Then, on the eve of the summer solstice, came the spectacular news that 
Shell was backing down to public pressure -just hours after John Major had 
publicly backed its decision to sink the Spar? Campaigners were 
gobsmacked. Greenpeace described Shell's decision as a major triumph for 
the environmental movement. 1t was also the morale-booster everyone had 
been waiting for. The saga of the Brent Spa is set to run and run. Many feel 
it could be the key to opening the box of delights! 
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THE FLUFFY v. SPIKY DEBATE 

Over the last year, there have been a few mutterings 
of discontent from certain groups on the fringes of 
alternative England. These mutterings started when 
the word ‘Fluffy’ was added to the activists’ 


W h | e th e m a | n strea m vocabulary. As far as 1 know, the word came from а 


feature in The Guardian about the Solsbury Hill 


med ia moan Bi udi odas Apart from the usual scare stories in the protest camp. The joumalist noted that there was 
; d one protester called ‘Fluffy’ who reflected the 
tabloids, some of the more respecte general behaviour of the camp i.e. [ots of hugging, 


dancing , woolly cardigans etc. 


newspapers have been critical of the path 
The word was then taken up by some activists as a 


activists are walking. The movement has been accused of having no answers to its own questions. Some tongue-in-cheek reference to non-violent direct 
writers have concluded that activists will have little effect in the long run because they don’t have the action (NVDA). Unfortunately, the joke was lost on 
T ifesto. ft some people. The issue flared up after the anti-CJB 
cohesion to form a pon а party or work under a united manifesto. One of the most scathing comments parc ld Mis. Augus he Pieces Ganda eut wi 
about the movement ironically came from The Guardian who referred to George Monbiot as ‘One of its one with the words, ‘KEEP IT FLUFFY’. 
only thinkers.” — The problem is, many activists say, that too many of their critics can only see politics On the back, the flyer listed rather strange ways of 
у Ў i s a trying to diffuse confrontational situations. 1 don’t 
vertically.’ If they’d taken the time to talk to activists, they might understand how they see things not believe I'm alone in thinking that the advice was 


rather naive. On the whole though the sentiment 
was fair. 1 think the majority of people who had 
come to march wanted to do so peacefully. 
However, the flyer made Class War and several other 
‘cells’ spit blood. 

By the time the October march came round, Class 
War was putting out a flyer calling for people to 


vertically but ‘laterally.’ — Phil Pritchard, a member of one of the most respected campaigns, Road Alert!, 
puts it like this: ‘People with a manifesto are basically people who want power. What we want to do is 
empower. The idea is help everyone understand that they have the power within themselves to create a 
positive future. Не adds, ‘| see real politics happening on a one to one level all the time. Party politics is 
basically people playing games and point-scoring instead of getting together and solving problems.’ — The 

‘Keep it Spikey (sic)'. № called for a ‘RIOT GOOD 


same Guardian journalist accused activists of only being interested in having fun. *Unfair, says Pritchard. 
i - the all LAUGH’ and went on, ‘Demos are а good opportunity 
There is a lot of research and hard graft going on at different levels all the way: through society. A lot of us new M3 for letting off a bit of steam and having a pop at the 


come from more conventional pressure groups. Our experience is that we've been excluded from the bill.’ But it reserved special vitriol for the ‘Fluffies’. 


iSi j , : - - ‘These tossers were even considering sprayin 
decision making process, however hard we've tried. Direct action was the only: way of getting our voices Quilt commu uM iE) e ries Aia ciui м 
heard’. — Few journalists will give them credit for 4 the police. They are scum. 1f they get in the way 
& it, but activists are fully: aware of the bi peer g^ ae them... you know they won’t hit you back as 
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seemed to interpret the idea of nonviolence as 


the message from the front line is clear: arene 


The whole Fluffy/Spiky debate was seen by most 
activists as a fuss about nothing. Some on the rainbow 


9 % 
we re not going away so sooner ог later of te psn ht iy was Панд 
others thought it demeaned the real essence of direct 
action. But more than anything, it showed the huge gap in 
communications between some factions of the far left and 


9 $ ә 
you're going to have to take us seriously. = 
e While most simply got on with campaigning, Class War and 
aligned sympathisers reeled off bitter rants about the 
‘Fluffies’ - such bitterness as to almost smack of sour 


been labelled as single issue groups but in fact, they are simply targeting examples of the age-old grapes. The problem really seem to boil down to 
probis: Ow оту or Sa rene er э 60 E that the ethos of NVDA hasn't been [aid down in black and 


themselves are part of a rolling process; that politics is cyclical, and within every generation, white. This would be pretty impossible to do because every 
there are the young, the energetic and the tenacious whose role it is to kick the older generation situation is different. But to uy and shed some light on the 


get me Pa ; | matter, both sides give their opinion 38. 
up the arse and highlight issues and prejudices that are being ignored. — The difference now is dd eI EOE 


that this generation feels that we have been given a global ultimatum. Time is running out. The | 
А lot of МА activists can't see why some factions feel the 


CJA signifies the remorseless roll towards a total State clamp-down on any efforts to disrupt the need to spend so much time rubbishing the movement. Why 


status quo. Doubtless the CJA model will be used in other countries too. — But the key is hope. such a total intolerance of anyone who doesn’t conform to 
their own ethos? Why the refusal to see things from. 


. Sta a t 
Kevin, a mobile networker аа the defiant spirit, “Тһе more they uy © clamp down the EC DUE of dept WE bey cars to Clas. n i 
stronger and more ingenious we'll become. They say Freedom comes with a cost and that cost iS е rante Руе come across, ме never seen any constructive 
individual responsibility — Many activists look to the successes of the anti-roads campaigns or realistic answers. Personally, 1 think most people have 

carinenta h SEE h h : litici h h th had enough of being told what to think from the Tories. 
or inspiration. The way to change is not, many say, through lobbying politicians but through thé дее end of the day, more and more people are seeing the 
media. Although only a few road developments have been stopped, there has sense — The pom iri it chap sey std vam 
Te ia ; you can e a much bigger impact by ng ‘wrongdoers’ 
been a dramatic shift in public opinion. Thatcher's dream of a car-based in the pocket than you can by hitting them over the head 

economy is sure to be a vote-loser at the next election and the Department of any day. а 

: | d T A quote from George Bemard Shaw, ‘This is the true joy of 
Transport is finally waking up to that fact. — The logic behind a media-based BR Rai aset мнн коон и менен 


pm campaign is the same as it's always been: Why play by the rules of party politics as a mighty one. The being as a force of nature instead of a 
AMA = [№ when the odds are so overwhelmingly stacked against you? Why not take up the feverish little clod of ailments and grievances complaining 
о ^^ AE S. | that the world will not devote itself to making you happy.’ 
ЧЕНИ | ‘49 «issues оп your own ground where you know you can be far more effective? — 
y, Experience shows that the media’s initial reaction is to rubbish anything 
;challenging. But the more in-touch journalists will start to discuss the underlying 


м У. tissues and then public debate begins. Even readers of the Daily Mail must Бе 


E S d i. eginning to doubt the paper's interpretation of all those ‘dole-scrounging, 

В wa us trouble-makers' - the message from the front line is clear: we're not going away 
n Mes Я d i NOE. : : : , 
due eS so sooner or later you're going to have to take us seriously. — So why don't all 
4 2I о these groups get together and draw up a common agenda? Ally, from the 

z | Freedom Network's Manchester group says the general feeling is reflected in the 
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unofficial slogan, ‘Unity Through Diversity.’ ‘The Freedom Network brought a lot of different kinds of people 
together. We've taken a lot of strength from eachother by swapping experiences and motivation but that doesn't 
mean we all want to be the same or do the same things.’ — Sarah, another Networker points to the experiences 
of the growing number of ‘DIY community centres’ around the country. ‘What’s good for one community isn't 
necessarily good for another, she says. The attitude of say, CoolTan in Brixton, is very different from the 
Rainbow Centre in Kentish Town. Different people, different environment. |’d assume that must be the same for 
other communities too.’ — This will all seem very loose and wooly to those who live by ideology and dogma 
but sometimes it’s better to let things develop at their own speed. Once you try to force, to order, to discipline, 
the creativity, the spontaneity and excitement disappears and you’re left grey faces in grey rooms talking about 
grey ideas. | 


LL 


e 


£L 


B ack to home turf.....ceorge Monbiot's Land Rights 


idea is getting people thinking. Monbiot has been studying land rights 
internationally for the past eight years but to be honest, when 1 first heard 
about the talks, 1 wasn't really taken by the theme. After all, most of us 
(approx 80%) live in urban areas and we're lucky if we've got a back yard. 
The talks he organised were very interesting but although my 
understanding of the history of the erosion of our land rights was becoming 
clearer, 1 still couldn't see how it would grab the majority of people. 

What has ‘Land Rights’ got to do with unemployment, the housing crisis, 
crime, pollution, things that people are being affected by directly? ‘Look 
at any issue,’ Monbiot explained to me later оп. “Ву and large, most things 
boil down to the fact that people have fittle or no say in how their 
environment is used. We're looking at the fundamental underlying cause of 
social injustice. Between 50-75% of land is owned by 1% of population. The 
last land census was in 1875. Landowners have resisted it ever since. That's 
why it's such a broad estimate." i still wasn’t convinced. What about 
people's rights? | 
‘Look at how our green spaces are being used,’ he went on. ‘Playgrounds are F 
being trashed for superstores, communities trashed for new roads, playing NN o 
fields covered in car parks..We've got to make people realise what they're "T d e o | 
losing.' - 1 thought of the people in my area who tried in vain to stop a Fo 
Tescos being built next to the High Street. When people do object to 
development, they rarely succeed. What's going to change? “We're calling 
for the public enquiry system to be radically restructured,' Monbiot replied. 

ts never a case of the community being asked, what do you want? 

Developers put in a proposal and you're given a choice of say, Plan A or Plan 
B. Those who don’t want the proposal at all, find themselves outside the 
terms of reference. They're simply seen as disrupting the process.' He gave 
some figures: Of 143 roads schemes proposed in recent years, only five were 

rejected by inspectors and three of those were overturned by the Secretary 

of State. 

‘tt doesn't stop there either,’ Monbiot went on. ‘На 
planning application is turned down, the developers can 
reapply with very minor alterations. Slowly the 
opposers are worn down and the planning slips 
through.’ – t understood. But still, t had 
the feeling that most people are more 
concerned about having a roof over their 
head than anything else. Monbiot moved 
onto the subject of housing. He believes 
that ‘brown field sites’ (former 
industrial sites) should be used for ‘innovative 
housing and communal projects’ - instead of 
allowing them to be handed over to profiteers. 

‘tt would be far better to give these sites back to 


"000 
2969 
DOO 


> Sox 


^. 0 

w^. "a un 
Se 
o ee 


-—— 


communi to build/renovate for thei ET T 
munit gous to bitene тт Ву and Jarge, most things boil down to the fact that 


use or turn them into community spaces. 1n Oxford 

there are — — bed e "rime 3 e | h | * | : : i 

accomm on bu want to bu t another 

superstore on the site t the old ceri plant.’ 1 р op е ave Itt е or no Say in how their envi ronment 15 


cade the піз syng Майн wie used. We're looking at the fundamental underlying 


community projects’ don’t pay mortgages do they? 


But then t got to thinking, well OK they don’t, but it X +. T a 
cause of social injustice. Between 50-75% of land is 


might provide an alternative to a mortgage in the 
future. Low-rent, co-operative housing might seem 
much more attractive to the next generation which own d b t | | 3 
has grown shy of the debt-for-life/negative-equity е ў ) Ф 9 popu att on у 
In June, Monbiot went over the South 


nightmare. | 
Monbiot thinks that businesses should also plough back part of their profits in the form of a community DIYing it. 
ground rent. ‘Developers who benefit from public services, roads, hospitals, etc should pay community And so to the countryside. Monbiot’s main con Africa, met Nelson Mandela briefly 
rent in proportion to the benefits they have received. They should have to give something back to the seemed to be intensive agriculture. ‘People talk ab cern — and came back with a big grin on 
community.’ townies going into the country and trashing the | m his face. ‘It’s amazing,’ he said. 
What about employment? Monbiot shrugs. you seen what the landowners are doing,’ he said. 1 же Sea We're пиар kad Agite in 
we were able to make the simple exchange of land for j they destroyed 18,000 kms of hedgerow throu Ra 90 Britain. They're actually doing it 
alive, even if the jobs were pretty grim.’ or field expansion. They have ploughed ee OAK IN M 
i ; the barrows, hi ughed up our land records, everywhere telli | 
Today we haven’t got the land and jobs are running out fast. We've come to the stage where a growing . ws, hill forts etc. Since the war, 50% of our anci | —XXM 
ly or sustain its own livelihood. This will be made worse by the woodlands has gone. This century alone, we’ ancient their rights of communal land, to 
e, we've lost 70-80% share and develop their common 


"We're living off the prosperity of the last century. Then, 
obs. People had some means of keeping themselves 


section of the population is unable to supp 
gradual disbanding of the welfare state. This destroys people’s sense of self-worth. The alternative would vid es chalk downland, one of the best habitats of all | 
be for people to live off their own labours, labours that are dignified.' - Mmm, 1 thought, back to the land, Britain's natural playground. tt looks to me as if land spaces. 1 kept on thinking 1 was 
toiling in the mud and cold - can’t see it somehow. “Ри not looking at a massive return to the land,’ are calling for a completely monopoly on destroying озы talking to activists but they were 
countryside?’ government officials!’ — On his 
return, Monbiot received some good 


Monbiot countered. ‘But in the long term, we've got to start looking at ways in which people can survive T 
without relying on the state because that's not going to be an option for much longer. The message is: e alternative, he says, is to 
° : disais ' shift farmin S b id 
away from intensive g Subsidies news. Oxfordshire County Council 
agriculture and towards ‘Small-scale, һай agreed to adopt the bd Rights 


There are no jobs, so give us our land back." 
He went on: ‘tt could mean the great revitalisation of cities. If we started using urban land properly, low-impact, high-employment, preferably organic 
we'd see cities blooming. Common spaces, buildings built by people who are going to live in them, once production.’ — "That way it would give ED іо. Jt wee а good start but? 
fighting chance of surviving. A olders a wondered how he is going to get 
g. At the moment, 10,000 legislators to follow when there are so 


you see that happening people aren't going to want to flood into the countryside.' норы 
t thought of my nextdoor neighbour who runs his own toy-making workshop in his back garden; our back eee 
year. We have the lowest man 
y landowners both in the House 


alley with its mechanics printers the foundry ‚| thought about the local group who had reclaimed some i of agi icultural workers in 
я i ч the world Farmers 

now respond : of Lords and in the Commons ‘Look 

p to subsidies rather than the customers.’ at history,’ Monbiot replie d : k at 


derelict allotments and the community down the road who managed to stop their local park being turned ets 
into а £12million sports complex. Just i onbiot is not t 
о on sports complex. Just in my area alone, people from all background are quietly but busily oo impressed by the Country Landowners the Suffragettes, the Chartists 


Associati Ж. 
on either: ‘They subsidised to the teeth and People have shown that if 


the 
One worry that Phi ад about dole scroungers! ' 
y people have raised is the idea of universal access to the land; th nT en 
; they’ve 


interpreted it as horde 
S of people marchi 
- "What we're t ng onto a farmer's land and sa 
what's going ime сир : the е that we have no access to "^q m н pial 
We do, we have no a T 
E г. egy Monbiot explains. “cess to the decision making process as to how 
n sweden they have the Allem 
ansratten, a law givi 

net ons ca , giving right of everyone to walk 

ps and young trees. 1t doesn’t cause conflict. It’s not oaa it gir. 
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But this is Britain, a s 
a small, overpopulated i « 
respect it,’ he replied. pulated island. ‘tf people have a stake in something, they 


v 


THE ANSWER TO 


al change in this : 
So how are we going to g0 about getting any P i ве grow! no 


country? How do we 


ap eid involved. One criticism of the new direct action un c о re tandin 
a in general, it’s 
wing understanding that if we 


For ғ the community have to соте 
for the — uai how do we do it? wont to chon oo 


v" al for change is communication. à 
is fundamental for change th in 
К: the — our communities are fragmented, we re 95 for the 


incredibly enough, 
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people think that very little of any worth | aii E p м а 


OCAL AGENDA 21. Now, a lot of a — Le 
L came out of the Earth Summit. It was 
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the usual case of a lot of hot air and impossible Few и 
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promises. But it's certainly worth looking at a 
weighty document called Agenda 21. Agenda 
21 calls for a radical change in attitude in order 
to achieve a sustainable future into the 21st 
century. Sustainable is defined as, ‘The 
economic progress which meets all of our 
needs without leaving future generations EN : 
with fewer LES. 
resources than on 
those we enjoy. A = 
way of living from E PRs. oe 
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nature’s income rather than its capital account.’ 
Typical of the suits to look at it in economic 
terms. But it could mean quite a lot more. 
Agenda 21 was set up primarily to ease the 

as outrageous over-consumers, we've gotto Д 
shake our ideas up 


ae a 


big time too. 
At a local level, Agenda 21 calls for local authorities to start a process of 
awareness about sustainability. It requires councils to bring the community and 
local businesses together so that the immediate problems can be studied and 
locals skills and resources used to try and resolve them. 

Every local authority in the country must have an Agenda 21 officer and a 
programme drawn up by 1996. Before you yawn and say no way am | going to 
waste my life in boring council meetings, think again. Your Local Agenda 21 
will only be as good as the people who get involved in it. 
Obviously, the big problem will be interpretation. What 
exactly is sustainable? Surely bringing loads of different 
people together will simply result in major 
disagreements. Who knows. Personally, | thought that’s 
how the whole idea of democracy started. To be 
successful it will need people who know what they’re 
doing and how to present their ideas. 

The potential beauty of Local Agenda 21 is that it could 
legitimise almost everything that has been stomped on 
by the CJA. Squatters, demonised as ‘home stealers' 


dttitug 
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fis growing 
polarised, cut off from each other wes eh coh ha re the gulf better, all Sectors 


all the time. We've got to co . 

bene psc aes his the fact that of the Commun it uy 
What we really have to come to terms wit oe carie Plin s 
we all have prejudices, however прсно — ces ею соте 
coming together and talking t зе better. Tolerance tOgotHtor, The 
those barriers an am | 
al if we are going to ИП 

= ier n the problems — pl oble т is. И ow 
аф a whole and work towards finding solutions. d Ó we do jt? 


the Rio Earth Summit back in 1992. 
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f ђ Ə Sustoj nəbi Agenda 21 has no more bite than the UN Declaration pre 
Ure into the P ] at Rights. But you never know. If you word things in the right way, 


. Sustai something may come out 
is dofi пб funding just lying there in Brussels...... 


ALL OUR PROBLEMS? — — — But there is ə 


get more people empowered, a 
too middle class. But there is a 


really want to change things that if we tool ley 


one of the possible answers came out of 
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4 ; community will have different approaches to its 
E s. au и problems. 
| x E It's early days yet but local Agenda 21 groups are 
» o pr. р: ^ F popping up all over the country. It has been used 
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it’s what 
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й о СЕ Pod n successfully on Brickhurst Farm, the permaculture 
Pi по LE M Cv : centre mentioned in the last issue. An application to 
have a caravan permanently on site was granted on 


: : . ue FM E Do. 0 9 z € a WS appeal to the Department of the Environment which 
plight of third world countries. But obviously i aem a Еи С: Ш s E xw COS .- PP P 


ов made direct reference to Agenda 21 and the fact that 
г the farm was designed for sustainability. 
Nobody’s saying it’s going to be easy but even the 
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Agenda 21 literature reflects the growing sense of 
urgency: a final recognition that we're out of control. 
It's pretty clear that both central and local government 
are being to slow to see the enormous ‘people-power’ 
potential of Agenda 21. But this could be a way of 
boosting what's left of our beleaguered democracy. 
Ah yes, you might be thinking. That's all very well 
but what about the national perspective. We still need 
people in central government to make the big 
decisions. Accepted. But who's going to make the 


real changes - the politicians or the people? Even if 
. . 9 - $ -~ ; d р р Е 
пе direct action? For ‘eco-terrorists rea : sb is | 
se ne НИ protectors’! And of course, what better way of Labour wins the next election, it’s unlikely they will 


; have the courage to make any significant shifts i 
tonking good E У $18 sin 
getting the message across to people nen w s oiu policy. But if we had really strong voices as 


communities - and if needs be, well-sorted direct 
action campaigns - perhaps we would have a better 
chance of shaming the suits into making some 
intelligent decisions for once. 

If nothing else it will help people to see that they 


currently five planning cases coming up poi we are presenting this 
ight happen.’ 

document. You never know, miracles mig Sd 
Section 1 of the Agenda 21 document calls for the need to establish: è 
network of community-based learning centres for capacity-building an : 
sustainable development. Such places already exist in some form or other 
including the growing number of DIY community centres around the country. 

tre'! 
For ‘squat centre’ read ‘Agenda 21 cen Bee Wo | 
Section 1 also includes the need for the following, Activities that will 


i inable livelihoods and 
tribute to the integrated promotion of sustaina | 
E : > Well, isn't that just another way of 


| know this all sound incredibly optimistic. Theoretically, Local 


of it. Don't forget, there's loads of EC 


could become ‘developers of empty properties for : don't have to fear change. Change can be fun and 
es to make all ge. ge can be fun an 

sustainable housing.’ The Friends and Families of ined 35, ТИ If your local council tries to tell you icones bao is carry out, rewarding. You don’t have to lose anything, you just 

Travellers’ support group has used Agenda 21 in their economi C the decisions and then pass them onto to tne с use what you have more productively. As a friend 


new planning policy document to show how travelling 
is a sustainable way of life. FFT’s Tony Thompson 
says, ‘It recognises that indigenous people, like 
travellers, have a vital role to play in passing on 
traditional knowledge about how to conserve tlie 
land. It also says the land of people who are 
oppressed should be protected.’ 

FFT’s Steve Staines adds, v it stands, between 60 
and 90% of traditional sites have disappeared over 
the past ten years. It’s a constant process of 
denial. We’re proposing a network of sites which 
can be used on a rotational basis. There are 
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ets oll _ be ‘empowered’ to come together and make its own decisions. The 
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. ufo gen s 
Wi th fewer renun local Agenda 21 group in the early stages. 


on 30% Communities Project puts it like this: “People 


2Ccount’ {5 сәрі tol making it happen." 


TM nity that must : 
Mogg they've got it wrong. The whole idea is that the community pointed out the other day, ‘The revolution has already 


begun!’ It’s a real revolution - not through arms and 
bloodshed but by the gradual shifting of values 
through society. Now it’s up to us to kick 
government arse and speed it up! 


of Our council is there as a facilitator, an equal partner only - along with local 


Саул business. Мапу councils are trying to tell their communities 
9 differently and that is why it is vital that people get involved in their 


Chris Church from the UN's Sustainable i 
sven if Labour wins the 
all over the country are saying, “This place is a 
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fro nd we’re not going to take it any more. : Á 
т НЕ got to be done and we want to be unlikely they will have 


involved in doing it. Agenda 21 is a tool for tne COI 7200 to make 

any significant Shifts — 
in oolicq. But if we ида Seo 
really strong voices 9S I 
communities - and if TT p 
needs 6e, well-sorted e чуи 
direct action оса RE 
campaigns - ре 
dd Nave 2 better 
chance of 
shaming the 
suits into making Some 
intelligent decisions for 
once. 


One of the most interesting parts of Agenda 21 is 
that it could well be the way to broaden the 
environmental focus. A lot of communities still 
aren’t making the connection between the | 

environment around them and their everyday lives. 
But what is clear is that our social environment and 
our ecological environment are intrinsically linked. 
Poverty, crime, homelessness, drug-addiction, 
transport, lack of accountability, and many other factors 
all play a part in our overall environment and these too 
must be addressed when looking at the aims of Agenda 
l. | 
а опе of the best things about Agenda 21 that it simply 
brings people together. | really don't believe that any one 
political party can say YES! we have the answers to all 
the problems. Every community is different and every 


Digger community that had briefly settled there back in 
1649. | 

л One thing was for sure. tf John Robinson didn't know 

И nl m much about the Diggers beforehand, he certainly did 

DUM. after the ‘New Diggers’ arrived. Five days before the 
: 08 play, more than 300 people had swarmed onto the golf 

; о ; course. It was April 23rd, St. George’s Day. The : 
Я gathering marked the first symbolic attempt to reclaim Luck seemed to be on the protesters’ side 
the hill since the Digger: asserted that ‘freedom Нез т all the way. After a few words of reassurance 
the unrestricted right to use the earth.’ from Monbiot (who in his tweed suit looked 


As the colourful band of activists tried to ignore the more country squire than activist) 59-year-old 
— rain and the police dotted around the fairway, the tenant farmer John Ма ет. agreed to allow 
E oU adii. original Diggers’ story was told by Oxford don and the camp to stay on his land for a week. ‘You 
aE UB 1 activist George Monbiot, who is rapidly being dubbed as haven't chosen a very good spot though,’ he 
: , 1 the new Gerrard Winstanley. The original Diggers’ pointed out. ‘This lot's covered in pig 


| declaration was read out before a sapling was planted to manure.’ 
gd | the chant of: ‘We are the old people, we are the new Undaunted, the New Diggers began setting 
тм | | D people, we are the same people, stronger than before.’ ир in a grove by the side of the runway. By 
et E | p in 1649, St. George's Hill was common land. Today 
"Es a, с "ЧЩ ili it is part of an exclusive 


discontent from both the assorted 

golf course and embers of the press and many of the 
private housing É 4 с 191515. "We thought we were going to 
estate. ‘It’s a = = occupy St. George’s, one young woman 
symbol of what has $8. ^ WE pointed out. 

happened to this | A hasty ‘talking circle’ was formed in 


fac ve ЗИ 


UP. | NUS SI amived on an 
Loc MS E. course to reclaim the 


“Хх ж 
оро 
va a ute". 
any aet, 


country,' explains 2 + mathe centre of a ring of trees and I’m 
32-year-old ч MEN most sure t witnessed real democracy 
Monbiot. ‘Our amin action. Ideas were thrashed out, 
common land has > opinions heard and even the Chief 
been taken away nspector was asked for his views. ‘We 


©; 
UI ne ety 


is 4 No it was hard to know what 


Г B d from us. The ustn't just accept a bit of 
— ou MENU. La the Club Secretary of St. Georges respetan m _ D us ordinary people of this country have no real say in 2 nk ом an nh ace gner. 

His face certainly cracked into a smile as a man dressed in nothing but a pair of bine B v 1 | the decision making process for the use of what ‘That’s what we're always given. We 
stockings skipped around the fairway in i ? a и " | a di U- should be our common treasury.’ Dee ust take what we really want.' 

merry abandon. The figure was in fact St. 3 _ -~ т... м Monbiot hopes that the ‘Land 15 Ours’ action will | м the end, it was decided that as it was 
George, at least he was a protester playing E ^— er ^ > be a catalyst for similar events all over the the Ё: George's Day, there should be a 
St. George, in a very alternative version of | TN AES o . country. His original plan was to organisea Ж bolic march onto the hill. The 

St. George and the Dragon. — In this | "uu : iy | o week-long protest camp on one of the wooded MM a talking circle was followed by much 
story, first told by the Dongas Tribe on E z à E- -~ > areas between the fairways on St. George's — fi Я "PB activity. Sheets were turned into 
Twyford Down, the Dragon is slain by St E. | _ | Hil. But in an 11th hour change, it was WEN banners, paints and needle and thread 
George but she comes back to life and : ; QU suddenly decided that the risks were too £ appeared from nowhere, folk band 


Heathens All began to beat out rhythms 


great. An alternative site was found on a- 
: and the procession set off down the 


turns St. George's away from domination 
and destruction and teaches him about 


nurturing and other such gentle things. — | set-aside field at the end Меи airstrip for the three 
Asa handful of eye er а — Bi few miles down the d. "— t mile walk to St. 
d about 50 protesters to и -— | 
ich ья do Club р и a ba "cité hen how the police would react were mt T 
wa pay, _ |j soon calmed. When Surrey’s Chief Inspector Kevin iy oet ogg 


Secretary's thoughts seem to 


Morris pull happy. ‘It’s the same 
be somewhere else. Maybe pulled up at the end of the Wisley airstrip, he was 


he was remembering an C _ | where we like to talk i veteran of the 
afternoon a month or so v softly-softly cies a irai accedi am. " В. ete 

' Sever: 
before when two young people hunt saboteurs in the crowd who are on such nin chan MEA е only 


claiming to be history students 
visited the club house of St. 

George's Hill Golf Course, Surrey, 
looking for information on the 


with €. 1. Morris, they refer to him as ‘Uncle Kev.’ 

The undertones of ‘what could have been’ were still 
there though. A helicopter followed the convoy of 
coaches and assorted vehicles most of the way from the 
rendezvous in south London to the camping site. A police 
roadblock was set up briefly to stop a second convoy 
coming from Hampshire. A prison van and numerous 
riot vans lined the roads as we walked to St. George's Hill 
and several thuggy-looking types with earpieces (who 


could only be Special Branch) followed at a discreet 
distance. 
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THE WORLD TURNED SIDE DOWN Opposite of dra 
Ң sixteen forty-nine, to $t. George’s Hill seinen sor t 
ra 1 i 
Th. +” band they called the Diggers came to shi 
Thes — the landlords, they defied the laws ow the people's will, 
W n : - the dispossessed reclaiming what was theirs 
W e in peace, they said, to dig and sow Eyebrows were rai 
rule cant to work the [ands in common and to make th: | Re the Diggers ie Cromwell's 
і : administrat; 
So it wil h divide, we will make whole e waste ground grow, E aden, eke talked about, The old word, run 
i yie 2 à зау: treasury for all land, have re is not a for wamed ac up 
‚ Leon Rosselson 1974 five е allowa eople, til th : ‘Take 
$ - A POTTED HISTO as comfortabl nce to dig and e poor that 
stream and a fire built underneath it. it was covered in camouflage and bushes and ar SLING help them pe were ind а live in their ra and so 
represented one of the few luxuries on site. The only trouble was that the bottom ен ддд emerged on a wave of disappointm out that they ah them meat, mAh all in to T. 
of the bath was 50 hot, you had to balance on а plank of wood and then persuade it ar had ended but the promised reli ent. The English. om, parsni € four or five thou and clothes. Th. E 
to stay їл one place. Not easy. аллана ае Chart ef from the feudal Hill and huts wer; ens and bean sand within ten days.’ 
Шоп January 30th 164 esi was executed in threat as ere made more $ Were planted ys, 
Only the end meeting on the last Saturday made me à oit sad. Only а few of the strong as ever. The 9 but his hated [and laws were "ka the settlers who permanent, But on St. George's 
original group were left and some of those in the circle had a lot to learn about enclosing the m deg fight went out to landlords to din A or the target of burning ' The talk of th he Were under 
democracy. One guy suddenly stood up and objected to Small World filming the ordinary people from the rie [and for their own use, imei Sprang - trickle of ER raids. whole land...’ 
meeting. 1 wouldn't have minded if it had been discussed. properly first but he Cromwell and his roundheads ah been theirs for radio Il was nn least nine si sd were arriving and 
insisted that the crew shouldn't film without allowing the others to have 2 say. was failing to help the growing - taken the king on because ba local абет cus and it was “hosing the country езер Colonies 
His only real reason after ranting for ages was that the camera, Might frighten underestimated the power of ness class. Charles totall iggers ers and their hi ming clear that i t. George's 
Cromwel of these new traders y ers would need [ red men w if attacks b 
the fairies’! veni | was master of propaganda. He tri and merchants. Winstanley contacted е6: ere to be resisted, the. 
When 1 talked to à friend about the occupation a few weeks later, he ple into supporting him, selfing th ched the ordinary effectively was Cted Lord Райт T 
, to get change is by reaching out to the í fighting for a ‘comm: em a dream that they w see the the law. H ax, command 
we're going to E" This summed up what у think, in retrospect, was the general feeling. ‘it 2 on-wealth’ and that th NT notorious comm le rode down f er of the a 
wider publi 's going tO listen to us here? This 15 i i : ould be shared amo e bounty of the [a apparent! ommunity for hi n from London j ‚ Who 
p public. Wo s gong | didn’t push the boundaries far enough,’ he said. “The At th: ngst the people. nd y Sympatheti y for himself ndon in [ate Ма 
" hy est. Digging UP the airstrip an walk : e end of the war, politicall huts had be etic ear as th . He listened wi y to 
ust another Р Lo reclaiming the cops led us on à bloody long there and then left us o — 0 802 WV ^ cali ally aware soldiers were livid. Th: But appeal en destroyed, thei ey told him how thei with an 
planting Wi - that w find our way back in the dark. When we got to the golf course, we f me they had given up their livefihoods а abies 5 to the ultimate и beaten up а eir crops and 
dof should have stayed there - had a sit-out. We were far /m e and limb just to replace one t and’ landlords $ Inaction amounte огсег proved fruity nd horses killed 
with hindsight» too compliant for my liking. i: M тһе ey felt robbed and cheated Court cha ne, The Di 0d and a wink 
the week. the camp ad become à firing UP of the However, all in all. the g Р ё 4 ots were The Levellers, led by John -freehold nige with trespass ree found themsely. to local 
ctivist spirit after winter hibernation. a " results were goo 4 te & | f dd B к ven = bus teria had them on the to hire a ihe: agreed with "eran consisted we in Kingston 
wanting to write off the group as hippy lune -9u message has P oen thun : Lois mi tt = has up in the Tower of Sentenced to e which he ERI the Winstanley w 
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because it was hard to get to. It was a ‘free-climb’ i.e. you had 
to climb up rather than use ropes. I managed to get up and _ 
didn’t think I'd be able to get down again until the 

picker platforms came for me. I went for the day and I ended 
up ‘protecting’ my maple tree for the next three months! 

At the start there were maybe ten of us, some experienced 
climbers some with no experience at all. I'd done a little rock 
climbing. "Ihe group there became very tight knit. I didn’t 
have a roof but I had a hammock, a gas stove, a kitchen 


chain-saws. All the time we were there, the fences were slowly № | à * | 

moving on either side to isolate us from our ground support. ‘ren 

By this time, there were roughly about 20 of us up in the trees P 
time. 


ра still there when Glastonbury came around. That | | Stanworth | 
weekend, only about ten people were left on the hil. Everyone | Valley 


was expecting the demoli | 
| (To the men in yellow 


tion crew to come in. That Saturday | 
Everyone was very quiet. Then someone started singi | 
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night a few of us were sat around the fire shitti ourselves. 


Tom Sunnyside explains how һе M 
became politicised by the outrage over 
the Criminal Justice Bill, graduated from 
a roof to a crane and ended up living in 
a tree. 


| ve always Known what's been going on with travellers 


because of my old man. He lives ina bow-top caravan, 


with Greater Manchester council. All his life he’s been 


going to traditional fairs and we'd always had gypsies at 


the bottom field on the farm. I suppose he was into it. 
because basically he's an old hippy!! He was really into 
the free festival-scene in the 70s. Even before he went on 


EH ics pne: AND AFTER! 


could think was what the fuck’s going on???!!!! I said I'd like to speak to a 
solicitor first. — it was adjourned. 


to represent myself. Although I d never been in court before, I reckoned I'd 
Know better than a solicitor what had happened on the day. DIY culture in 
action! I wasn’t alone й. All four of us decided to represent ourselves. 
We'd also been briefed by Mike Schwartz of Bindman Solicitors who told us 
about the workings of the court. 

On the day of the case, the prosecution had nine policeman as witnesses. We 
had one. The charge was reduced again to: "On the balance of probabilities I 


cupboard with enough baked beans to last a month, a car seat 
and 30 litres of water. 

Later, I built a bender roof, had a shit bucket hanging 
underneath and a line going down to "(t 
bucket for hauli ings up. I had my accordion 

ma ad ipa dup da бат too. There would 
be people at one end of trees playing penny-whistles and us at 
the other end playing drums. 

Most of the trees were linked with wire or rope walkways - 
some more precarious than others. Other people lived on 
platforms, some in cargo nets (big hammocks) and the trusty 
ground-support had the old farrier’s stables about 20 yards 


new walkways, aerial toilets and stuff. Most toilets were just 
plastic bags which were recycled and returned to security 
guards from a great height!!) 

While people were up in trees working, almost every day the 
ground support went out for supplies, skip and water runs 
and cooked the ing meal. They also built an earth oven 


‘Don’t Worry About A Thing, ‘Cos Every Little Thing’s 
Going To Be All Right.’ Within a couple of bars, we were all 
singing as loud as we could. Kind of “Up Yours’ to the 
security around us. We were even more determined to stand 
our ground. It was a special moment. Looking back I 
remember noise became a problem. The machines started up at 
7am every morning bar Sundays and the noise would 


< continue through to dusk when the generators would be 


GX 


Se very difficult to sleep. 


turned on to power the spotlights. The whole thing made it 


7^Nhen you've got someone 


you'll do anything to defend your 
tree. 


When the final day of attack came, I'd gone to Bristol and 


arrived back around midnight. I'd just got into my hammock. 


| jackets but more to the 
| men in suits) 


| Stupid men! 

i Standing up there 

| In your yellow jackets 

| Laughing, belching 

| Bellies bulging 

| Sneering at us down here 

i But you won't see our fear. 
7 You can't. You're too blind. 


: Stupid men! 


| Come to sink your diggers 

| Into some more unprotected 

| unsuspecting virgin earth? 

| Yeh, you've come to gouge 

| Come to pump and punch 

7 ‘Cos that's all you're good for. 


| Stupid men! 


the road full-time, we used to go off with the horses in the : » na, it t and occasionally, fresh bread was made on site! | when the lookout came up to my platform saying he could see || 
bow-to ‘ana the holidays. ee esu MI Mite about the events ^ a the At first, there was an avenue of predominately beech trees With тоте than the usual number of blue hats milling around the | sip oru PUR тре 
I remember reading in papers about plans for new powers in relation to prosecutor returned to the fact that I was unemployed. She suggested that maybe six dwellings. At Whitecroft it was like nothing site. A couple of days before, a huge articulated lorry had | нтр amid ий TONY 


travellers and during that summer I began to follow the developments of 
the proposed Criminal Justice Bill. I'd worked as a film editor after leaving 
college and teamed up with a production company who wanted to make a 


chance meeting with Emma Must from Alarm UK a she told me about 
what had been going on with the No M11 Link campaign in Leytonstone. 
Two days later I got a phone call saying an eviction was due the next 
morning at Wanstonia, and the next thing I Knew I was on top of a roof 
with a camera. I'd never experienced anything quite like it - the sense of 
empowering yourself, just going out and doing it and saying, ‘Fuck you. 
If you ain't going to listen you're going to have to watch us.’ 

Hardly anyone seemed to Know anyone else at the start but by the end there 
was a Kind of bonding between the protesters like nothing I'd ever 
experienced before. The last time I'd been on a roof was as a builder in Italy, 


‘Perhaps I was stopping work out of spite because they had a job and I фа 
didn't ! | 


and who did they believe" «<2 


y lunchtime, we'd seen clearly how the prosecution was building their case. 
If anyone has ever been in the position of having nine policemen stood in 
front of them and being able to ask them any question, in any tone of voice, 
they'll know how satisfying it is! 

What we had to prove was that our being up in the crane was at no point 
likely to cause a fracas between protesters and security. The cops didn’t seem 
to be at all clear about the events of the day - to the point where one had to 


mattered but your tree. In all the time I was there, I only left 
on two or three occasions. I could only stay one night away 
because we never Knew when the bulldozers were going to 


wam them of 
shout across the trees and down onto the ground and tell ff 


people what's happening. | 


THE FIRST PUSH 
The first time they tried to evict the site, they 
the surrounding area except for the trees that were being 

defended. The house was knocked down. ‘The line of trees was 
a vital defence because they divided the construction site at the 


danger. We also had a little PA so that we could ga 


Ы 


arrived and parked under the trees. No one Knew what was in : 


| generally putting the boot in. 


t. 
Qmd Ges aé беа ahta Man Rc Land 


thousands of flatted cardboard boxes. Apparently, the 
contractors had been advised by stunt men that should the 


would be cushioned by the boxes! 

By about 7am, most of the tree trunks were surrounded by 
huge piles of boxes. First they came for the chestnut tree by the 
side of the road at the top. Four pickers came in at 
once, two from each side, each with an operator and a bloke 
with a chainsaw. 

We had just enough people so that each platform or net had 


| Just can't leave things alone, 


~ E | | can you? 
film about the CIB. | | = come. ina Rovers raced onto the site and scores of blokes with yellow : | 
Being concerned about the environment and into making films, I had a “One pe rson’s story ag ainst nine cops crap ioa dg cona "ns p E jacKets got out, back the sides of the lorry to uncover 'Ẹ Stupid men! 


| |feel your sense of triumph 
| Asthe diggers move 
unspeakable happen and someone else fall out of the trees, they | 
i Our quiet place 

| Where the only roar 

| Is the roar or river. 

| Where another type of man 
| Stands by his sister and 

7 Calls strange calls from 

| houses in the trees. 


Towards our valley 


tiling roofs and drinking wine. Big difference. | consult his notes to find out if he was in uniform or not. bottom of the hill from the site on the upper slopes. The — it, plus people on the wire walkways | омрю nem. 

The funny thing aa we lige right into Seg lawyers. At the end of the нан pali couldn't take heavy machinery down the eee core the few spare to go to мелт. грай : e pedi is 
| FOUGHT THE LAW AND THE LAW LOST day, we knew at worst we'd be given a ‘bind over’ but as we were all main road because they were too big. The only way down the 2 Tie dd odi pls" piit ная gistin а Ta N omon. 
In March 1994, I found myself on to of a a crane during Operation ruri going on actions, we didn’t want to be barred from returning. At hill was through the defended trees! ^ 4 — абы нр. s ар) T P Til the silence is gone forever 
Roadblock - а FL of daily аа M11 works dees ау eth tree same time, refusing a bind over can result in a short period in jail even What we were left with was an avenue of trees in a rubble- x 2. few — йс, ДЕИ? ОВИСИ Е was $o deep 
others, I was arrested and charged with violent and threatening ка though you leave with a clear name! filled clearing. To stop machines getting near the trees we x une AE ! v mie. vus Ака Lege | You could hear 
dre ie three of us on one crane and another girl, Judy, locked onto a pile Finally we all stood to be given the verdict. It was not guilty. We were all built barricades with rubble and knocked down trees. At one Ging support, атиттиля, cancing е of | The pulse in your ears. 


driver nearby. We decided to stay up in the crane until Judy came down - to 
make sure she was sa | 

An ambulance and the fire brigade turned up and after a couple of hours and 
Judy came down. Seeing her safely on the ground, we came down too. 


so dazed we were just stood there and the clerk had to tell us again that we 
were free to go. One person’s story against nine cops and who did they 
believe! 

Back home in Bristol, I went to the first ing of the campaign to save 
Solsbury Hill from the fada замет aad just outside Bath. 


point we even built a tunnel, Once people were inside the 
tunnel, the heavy machinery couldn’t risk coming too near. 

The first time time, they came in big time. But there were loads 
of peop digger-diving. We had some very fine digger-divers. 


you're diving, you've got to come from nowhere. You 


angry shouting. When you're looking at people hanging off 
branches 80-90ft up with chainsaws inches away from them, 
people’s emotions run high. 


Basically it was into the following evening b e the last tree 
fell. The first day, as the пина дэв ki ad my tree, 


the end we decided I was no use u a tree without my glasses 


Cade i down to help out and by the end of the day, had erected tree at Stanworth Valley. aig à 
dock of the court! It was mad, I was stood there listening to this guy so ee and like it or not after three months I had to give up and 
! latform about 70 foot ир a maple tree. There was nobody to вое т — ‘The construction people got the machinery through the | ; ^ igi d 
-— Toney out my particulars and asking me how I was going to plead. All PES ci ои я ws diens nobody / И ^^ rabo etin АНИ но PR Ke, Rashes ukih climbed down. I was fuu (Next installment in Pod 7.) 
e 20 “aa | w ^ qum — eS a av an amm - 4, < | pv." gw @ = 99 tS ә т - 4 ам xe у.) 
saan 05р. — A ‘cae ) PDC AX аб E ALEAR 


| Stupid men! 
' Your time for regret will come 


| : Have no doubts. 


' Maybe not for many years 


thing, we were being bundled into a riot van wi ‚ At the ; IÈ But it will come. 
-— uA я imn and left to n E елет About 100 people turned up one sunny Sunday. I went back after a friend need to Know how to get onto the machine quickly and as high Peay ste sa - y “oft the a said T d cns day you will wonder 
Before we had a chance to speak to a solicitor, we Were taken from the station called and asked me to come down and help her build a treehouse. She Was as р ossible. Blue hats (security) don’t p articularly like climbing hit et far E fall fendi the icker | : What it was all for 
to the Magistrates’ Court. We told the custody officer we still hadn't spoken local and they had been going to the hill on a regular basis. Some of the people p. | | ul itat tes ар mon v vim C AG бони ak: 
to a solicitor but he just put us into another cell. After another hour or so who had been evicted from the trees in the water meadows, — the hull The second tine came in tuas the day Martin Nobody to a bird’s nest and ii abe alot wih ое 
we were led out of the cell, along all these corridors to what we fought was gp ha et in secluded wooded grounds on the side of is quite sure what happened but Martin fell and broke his esi deer жа. — a: г Й маг?’ 
NHAU SRI ими Е | ! the hill). News had come through that an eviction was likely the next day and back, He was in Stoke Mandeville hospital for months. The T lf an hour, тур ird i ate s d ay : 
iti ihe lal wf i c dir odin opened and we found ourselues in the people were frantically building tree houses. guy is an absolute wonder. The last I heard he was back up a my platform -carefully! - a a cup of tea and a spliff. In & Nancy 


had away. | : | 
horse-drawn. He’s been doing that for the last 15 years. 7p rm мири. ода "e m ipi: " dires — С The ground crew were essential. ‘When we weren't expecting — i i i | Come to trash some more land 
He’s 70 now, he got his ra Ap after eer job ptis viU ME AEN due ipia evictions, we carried on working on the defences - (rigging COMING al you with a chainsaw, | Have you? 
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Jt did come bo ad that oh the fourteenth day of the. 
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[Than fersooth, in the morning Ehe ‚ hippies did rise up, up tothe topof Sdsbur 


Hill, and they listened with patience to pallies an t: speeches. And then 
(653 is bhe good brt) th wikh one accord clasp = ands of each 
sm 
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3 And one PO 1 
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Brighton’s ‘Justice?’ collective nas become png "ПАК 
of the most active ond insoiring DIU groups 


à ther, 
What happens when a huge bunch of people who don't know eacho 


centre 24hours a day, seven days a week? 


laim it. 
Brighton, was derelict for five years before Justice? decided to recla 


f the Criminal Justice Act 
rs № ve ino OH wis : А ноб the highest percentage of 
isotion’ f its members, mat 
әс 2 'disorogonisoation'. Неге one or its 


Г 7 UN At "a kde bs was rapidly tu rned into a д2 ji 25d ala —" 
Gi 664 2960! gives 9 9l 1050 of what Justi ce | complete with cafe, exhibition room, meditation classes and sp 
| | fun! 
i \ w wortr con бе fun! 
iS bout and exoloins he x 


Pic captions: Justice? out the government 
people to express themselves. 
j $ 


on trial with the — ari РЕ 
ment w2S 
Simon Hughes. The oove k 
; eae A to violate human 
i eae. rigid qid une und “iets Gulley indpad 
Ladies Ms back, the full-on roller coaster of the year that rights and was foun 
dos qua Fa ася dt RP mad blur of incredible experiences. ie 
j e g Rx 
ee ng was that most people involved had never been politicis 
wa 


w we have split into a 

before. Many were naive, ean ia ig mela than ever. Those who spreading it around the Courthouse. 

myriad 9 ФРИ po ван so After the eviction, the SchN EWS was even more vital, so we read it 

play together stay together. jects to come out of Justice? is the Out in our local pub every Friday evening. Now we are shouting it 
One of the most pte d typed up all we knew of the from the rooftops and reachi ng thousands. 

ен уенча it ost i the CJA but other equally dark schemes. Another project that h 

мы Bow ааа ИОА Sees) HOHEM поме а 


& o» - ee A UN A ne aay 


as come out of Justice? is ‘The Book, 
Formerly Known As The White Book’. This is a directory that gives 
-to- n the news you won’t get an example of DIY production and lists different 
weekly news sheet that keep p ^n "doti filling a gap. At first, Е. campaign groups, publications etc from all over the 
cute ae eee а from the mainstream media. st pis loads Bee ШЕ О country. It also reflected the highs and lows of an 
Ser oe n о о it was just а way to avoid o n _ enterprise run оп humour, trust, honesty, adrenaline 
of bits of info and — C 0 _ and seriously small amounts of money. What 
“Justice?, based in Brighton, is à М ret, - 
quickly-put-together office An c 
containing nothing but lots who | : н 
and the energy of those м | 
p it On the desk is a motto: “A 
tad without vision 1$ ogy Soa 
vision without a task is a 


money we had was spent on phone calls to Loch 

Ness and some of the Worst posters in the history of 
printing. 

However, in spite, or 

: of its conception, The 

ЖАРЕ : intention was to produ 


‘94 AND ‘As a result of the 
on the free-party scene has — 
outlawed, politicising xu : 
of the results i$ a > 
Brighton-based Justice: н » 
campaigns against just abo 
everything.’ May '95 


Brighton Evening Argus: 


perhaps because of the nature 
Book exists. While the 


ce a definitive listing of 
IE campaign groups brought together by their 
opposition to the CJA. the Interesting times we live 
in, means that this book can only be a snapshot, a 
М Partial view. However, it is easily updated due to the 
| wonders of technology. 
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a We should marvel at our diversity and the purity of 
Our intentions. We must exist on all levels - put our 
gl head above the Parapet and scream out that we exist. 
- | We're mad as hell and we are not going to take it any 
S ; z more. 
м. i -N | | А Justice? is a fluid, organic, conscious energy. We 
‘DISORGANISATION: An : A ud M hi | a aie believe in Deeds Not Words. Ours is nota struggle 
tured protest group ~ К _ but a celebration. We are all Saying the some thing - 
unstruc : ithout b € m | ; : Sarm yourself with information, empower yourself 
of the mid-90s, Wi > oram M d Е = 2s Ru A s AME: ` 
: tional 5 6 ЕГ 2 ZU with positive d irect 
leadership of a conventio | SE v v DE dm | 
be of the loose coalitions | E _ 4 SS D "EM a : 
ice?, fighting ; à - Е 
such as Just iminal- : ИВ Ы | 
ilding and crimina | |! 
road-building and ‹ oct tà 2 0 
mee aws? Don't exp 
justice | 


fill in an application form. 


action and grasp the future with 
practical solutions. 
The Guardian: 


Pragma not Dogma. Do It 
Yourself! Viva |a conscious revolution! 
And finally a word from God (God is а Justice? 
volunteer) 


Justice? defies not only the CJA but also any 
m ig is ЗИ definition. Justice? means tur 


meeting and being swe 
totally in-your-face gro 
ee Known laws of organisa 


ning up to the first 


QV II MI The Book js available from Justice? 

ee _ Price £3.50 - address overleaf. 

Gibby Zobel masquerading 
as Michael Howard 
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Special Glastonbury Issue 


Imagine the scene - a road traffic accident on 
the A4. A drink-driver has knocked down and 
seriously injured a pedestrian. A forensic ex- 
amination vehicle arrives to take evidence. The 
up and can faintly make out a logo on the side 
of the police van - “Threshers, Your Number 


ip would be good 
for business! Eagle Star and RMI are inter- 
ested in doing business and Nuclear Electric 
have followed up with a joint deal on a com- 
munications centre for the use of Avon & 
Somerset police (its empty at present on 
standby for a nuclear emergency). 
SchNEWS contacted Avon and Somerset 
Police to see just how far they are selling out. 
The switchboard was enthusiastic - “oh we are 


mtm 


cn, then ирас 


leer thei | 
ing a 60's song" explained Penny, who on 
“Tets hang оп to what weve got...don't let 
gU... yow’ ve got a lot." 
SchNEWS explained that they were look- 


pHreak BBS - 0171 434 3800 


eb - http://www.mistral.co.uk/cbuzz 
e-mail: Justice@intermedia.co.uk 
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McPolice on 


the way? 


"Well with the new Act basically 
the world's yours oyster, you could 
sponsor us for anything at all - its 
only limited by your imagination." 

AVON AND SOMERSET POLICE 


but I suppose it depends on whatitwas. Maybe 
not an armed operation" There is a code of 
conduct, of course. The only hard rule is that 
gifts loans and sponsorship should not exceed a 
maximum equivalent value of 196 of force 


D.N... Eh? 

The world's first national DNA database is here 
in Britain - thanks to the Criminal Justice Act! 
The new laws give the police powers to forcibly 
take hair or a mouth swab from anyone arrested 
wherever they are charged or not. The informa- 
Gon obtained from samples can be kept indefi- 
nitely, even if suspects are found to be 
innocent.This applies not just to rapists and 
murderers but also to those suspected of petty 
offences. 

Section 59 of the CJA redefines non- 
intimacy to include mouth searches. Most 
people would consider having a police su- 
perintendent poking about in their mouth 
pretty intimate. 

Police hope to have about 135,000 tests 
on computer at a cost of £5 million in the 
first year alone, and extend it to all record- 
able offences by the end of the century. 

Seen with the introduction of 
ID card and the growth of blanket video sur- 
veillance, the DNA database is yet another 
attempt to log, document and control. The 
Government is steadily eroding the rights of 
each and every one of us, using the pretext 
of the fight against crime to push through in- 
creasingly restrictive laws. 


Free/Donation 
CJA ARRESTOMETER 
Hunt Sabs 151 
Road Protestors 53 
Footie Fans 45 
Enpironmentalists 25 
Travellers # 11 


Tree Defenders 11 
No Live Exports* 3 
Fascist Printers 2 
Peace Campaigners | 


* 1000+ animal rights activists nicked this year 
# not including grief and harassment 


The best of 


Crap arrest of the week 


Criminal damage to a tape measure (three 
for this one - cost of tape £4.40) 

For sitting on your own garden wall 
(those ever vigilant Met. Police told a 
man watching the Shoreham fiasco to get 


off his own garden wall. He told them | 


to fuck off, was bundled over, arrested 
and then....eh, oh sorry it was your 


At Coventry airport two women dressed 
up for red nose day wearing joke plastic 
police helmets were nicked for “imper- 
sonating a police officer” ! 

For throwing orange peel at a live export 
lorry. For this Diane Pullen was bound 
over for six months and fined £60. 

A motorist giving a supportive hoot to 
Shoreham demonstrators, was stopped by 
the police, dragged out of his vehicle, 
handcuffed, shoved in a police car and 
driven off. 

A ten year old footie fan has been re- 
ported to the police for touting after he 
sold his match ticket! Lee Jewess was 
given a complimentary ticket by Stoke 
City after doing a soccer course at the 
club. He didn’t want to go the game on 
his own, so thought he’d earn himself a 
little extra pocket money by selling the 
ticket through the local paper at £7 (it was 
worth £11). His dad then received a 
phone call from the secretary of Stoke 
City informing him that this was illegal 
under the CJA and his son would be re- 
ported to the police! 

For striking a police officer - with a 
woolly hat! 

One clueless copper admitted he quoted 
the sections of the Act relating to illegal 
rave parties when arresting some Kent 
Hunt Sabs! 


The SchNEWS team are always eager 


to hear your crap arrests. Give us a 
ring and make us laugh. 


Eight months into the first season of the 
Criminal Justice Act and Hunt Sabs have 
made a flying start to top the Arrestometer. 
However with only nine convictions (most 
subject to appeal) and over 60 cases dropped, 
one commented “ The CJA is simply not 
working and we anticipate there will be 
more ac more charges dropped, and 
that those police forces who seek to use the 
act in an aggressive and oppressive way 
such as Kent and Northamptonshire will be 
facing a hefty bill for damages with precious 
little to show in the way of convictions." 

Road Protestors take second spot with 
53 - most of these thanks to the keenness 
of the Kent Police They've charged 35 
people with "aggravated trespass" in a bid 
to stop the protests against the Thanet Way 
extension in its tracks. 

Somewhat surprisingly Football Fans are 
third with 45. Footie fans have always had a 
bum deal when it comes to the police but it 
seems they are perhaps some of the more 
unlikelier victims of legislation that the pow- 
ers that be would have us believe only af- 
fects travellers, ravers, hunt sabs and road 
protestors. A coachload of Cardiff City Fans 
were stopped, searched and arrested - under 
Section 60 which wasn’t even law at the time 
- then released without charge after seven and 
a half hours in police cells. Eric Cantona’s 
tormentor Matthew Simmons was 
under Section 154 which states that if you 
verbally or visibly “insult or abuse" (ie shout 
or gesture) within sight or hearing of a per- 
son likely to be caused “alarm or distress” 
you will commit an offence punishable by 
up to six months in prison. While we might 
not shed tears for Simmons, like a lot of the 
CJA this clause is incredibly vague, espe- 
cially applied to footie fans who spend the 
whole game shouting, gesturing and wind- 
ing up players and other spectators! Lastly, 
eight lucky fans have been nicked under an- 
other clause that makes it an offence to sell 
on a match ticket even at face value! 

Travellers and Tree Defenders are neck 
and neck with 11. Two people at Hudders- 
field trying to stop trees being felled for road- 
widening have had their charges dropped 
while in Surrey charges have been changed 
to breaking local traffic regulations! 

Gathering any statistics on travellers is 
always incredibly hard but we know the au- 
thorities are using the threat of the CJA to 
move people on as the eviction merry-go- 
round picks up full steam and places to park 
up become fewer and fewer. 

At the bottom of the table No Live Ex- 
E demonstrators are struggling with just 

arrests, although they're being nicked un- 
der the Public Order Act as if its going out of 
fashion. 

Statistics are crap - how do we measure 
the abolition of the right to silence, the set- 
ting up of the world's first national DNA da- 


tabase, the new stop and search clause, re- 
strictive new police bail conditions, children's 
prisons, the threats and intimidation of use 
of the Act? The Arrestometer just gives a 
rough idea of whats going on round the coun- 
try. 

In some more worrying than all 
of this is the widespread use of the 1986 Pub- 
lic Order Act. After the end of the year long 
Miners Strike and the Battle of the Beanfield 
spirits were low and this Act passed without 
much opposition and is now being used as 
an arrest catch-all, especially at the ports tak- 

g exports. Crap arrests abound, 
hundreds at Brightlingsea and Shoreham 
alone where at the latter a women was jailed 
for seven days for breaking her bail condi- 
tions and at Essex the police have threatened 
to arrest anybody under the Act for demon- 
strating without permission. We can't sit back 
and let the powers-that-be get away with it. 

CARRY ON DEFYING! 


BYE BYE DOLE? 


While cronies in big business get huge pay 
rises, the government is planning another 
squeeze on the U 
Benefit and Income Support are to be re- 
placed by a single unified benefit to be known 
as the Job Seekers Allowance. 

The Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) will 
impose stricter conditions for the receipt of 


themselves more employable.’ Such actions 
may include having to attend a course or join 
various 'training' or workfare schemes where 
claimants will have to work for their ben- 
efits, or they even may go as far as directing 
claimants to have a haircut to make them- 
selves "more presentable to prospective em- 
ployers.” ! Failure to comply with such di- 
rectives could mean a complete withdrawal 
of benefit leaving people with nothing to live 
on. This can only lead to a dramatic increase 
in the numbers of people becoming home- 
less and destitute. 

With 26 people chasing every vacancy 
in Brighton alone the JSA is simply another 
vindictive measure to blame the unemployed 
for the government's own economic failures. 
It would also seem yet another attempt to 
scapegoat and harass those people, who fac- 
ing mass unemployment, have sought to de- 
velop alternative and diverse lifestyles that 
are not dependent on endless work and con- 
sumption. After government attempts to 
criminalise us with the CJA they now want 
to take away our meagre benefits unless we 
conform! 


pay 
be able to put the pressure on. Its up to all groups 
campaigning against the CJA to forge links with 
workers and claimants and stop the JSA in its 


Police are increasingly using dracanion new 
powers under the Criminal Justice Act to 
stop people protesting. 

Two weeks ago (2/6/95) in Essex Isla 
Humphreys was bailed not to go to any 
live export protests or meetings - anywhere 
in the country! Her crime? Sitting in front 
of the lorries at Brightlingsea, breaking her 
previous bail conditions in the process. 

Up in Yorkshire nineteen protestors try- 
ing to stop work at an open cast mine have 
been bailed not to go within one mile of 
any Open cast site in the country .They have 
also been given a residential order which 
means they must sleep at the same address 
they gave the police each night until their 
court case! 


Not since the 1984/85 Miners Strike- 
have such restrictive bail conditions been 
used as more and more people get off their 
arses, on the case and fight back. 


PRISON FOR KIDS 


Thanks to the CJA, plans to build five ‘Secure Train- 
ing Centres’ for 200 children aged between 12 and 
14 have been given the go-ahead. 

The prisons have been condemned by almost 
everyone involved in juvenile justice as doing 
nothing to stop crime and inevitably leading to 
more crime and child abuse. But hey, if Michael 
Howard can get a few votes from mind-numbed 
bigots then its worth it. 

Local authorities and social workers have re- 
fused to have anything to do with the new prisons 
so they are to be run, for a profit, by private secu- 
rity firms - Group 4 are keen to make some cash 
out of it. | 

Under the proposed guidelines the children 
will have none of the protections against abuse 
they have in children's homes. They can be for- 
cibly strip-searched by a single member of staff 
with no one else present during the search. All 
mail can be read and censored. Family visits can 
be stopped at any time. And just to make sure no 
one finds out too much about what's going on in 
these places the Home Secretary has to give per- 
mission for a child to communicate with anyone 
- or for any outsider to visit these centres. Inevi- 
tably bullying, abuse, self-mutilation and suicides 
will be common in these institutions. The chil- 
dren who survive their time inside will come out 
more abused and embittered and more likely to 
reoffend then ever. 

The CJA is going to put lots of people in prison 
for dancing, protesting, staying silent and lots more. 
The fact that the politicians, Tory and Labour, are 
even prepared to scapegoat children for society's 
problems shows just how sick they are. We must 
defend and support anyone put in prison under the 
CJA - and that includes the children. 


and Finally 


Home Office thumbs up for Group 4 Riot Squads at 
immigration detention centres and Group 4 have al- 
ready made representations to take over the running 
of what they term "police custody suites". That means 
police cells to you and me - see you all in the nick! 
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For 6 months worth of the SchNEWS send £6 (PO orders/cash/cheques - payable to Justice?) to SchNEWS c/o on- 


the-fiddie PO Box 2688 Brighton East Sussex. Tel: (81273) 685913. 
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A Guide to How Groups Evolve - 


From Dreaming the Dark 
By Miriam Simos 


A healthy group is never stable it is always 
changing, growing, reforming. There are 
many theories about the stages of group 

formation but in my experience with groups, 
several stages are generally occurring at once. 
Nevertheless, a broad movement can usually be 
discerned and knowing something of its pattern 
can, at least, reassure us that we are not the 
only group who ever went through these 
particular conflicts and survived. I prefer to 
conceive of the cycle as following the magic 
circle of four elements. 


AIR 


The group being s with a common vision and common 
perception. Often, members are excited when they meet 
others who think as they do, who share common goals. 
This is usually the honeymoon period, during which 
members feel close to each other and admire each other - 
because they don’t really know each other . Energy is 


generated. 
FIRE 


The group struggles to discover how to use its energy. In © 


hierarchical groups, members struggle for power-over. In 
non-hierarchical groups, members struggle more subtly, 
or struggle to define structures and processes that will 
empower individuals and allow them to share power 
equally. The groups begins to discover its will and deep 
feelings are generated. 


EARTH 


If the group survives its emotional conflicts, it tends to 
crystallise, defining itself and its boundaries more 
clearly. Ad its purpose and character emerge, the group 
can begin to undertake serious work. During this phase, 
some members usually leave the group (if they haven't 
left before). new members join. The group functions in 
the wider world. Its success, failures and continued 
growth lead eventually to a new vision and the cycle 
begins again. 


In each stage, conflicts arise about the very 
areas which are potential sources of new 
growth. Conflict can be creative if we look 
upon it as telling us what tasks we need to 
accomplish. Some guidelines for each of the 
stages follow: 


AIR 


Conflicts arise about goals, perceptions and differences. 
Visions and goals need to be expressed. Accept that 
people will have differing perceptions. Discuss people's 
differences in background, including class, race, culture, 
education and conditional to sex roles. Also discuss 
differences in people's present situation, including their 
special needs, the resources of time and money available 
to each and their personal goals. Differing levels of 
experiences should also be acknowledged. Create a 


bonding ritual. 
FIRE 


Conflicts arise about power. Use all the processes 
described above that encourage the sharing of power. 
Exchange roles, train replacements, encourage silent 
people to speak up and talkative people to occasionally 
shut up. Practice consensus. Competition is always 
present in groups. Acknowledge it, it can be used 
creatively. Create situations, such as rituals, in which 
people can show off and be admired. Work directly with 
group energy through breathing, chanting, dancing and 


grounding. 
WATER 


pHreak Internet 


The bulletin board for the rest of us now has a fully loaded con- 
nection to provide you with a pHreak Internet account - So if 


you want an Internet provider like no other, and be on the 
coolest bulletin board besides, then there is no alternative... 
Log in - pHreak out - call us for details 


bbs-direct 

0171 434 3800 

bbs-IP 
194.129.172.23:3000 
web 
http://www.pHrecik.co.uk 
e-mail 
internet@pHreak.co.uk 

voice 

0171 434 3315 


PERMACULTURE COURSES 


At Brickhurst Farm, nr Tunbridge Wells 


Permaculture is a rational system for 
designing, building and maintaining - 
sustainable human communities. 

Topics covered include: 

Food production/distribution systems, local 
exchange systems, eco-hamlets + there is 
a large practical element. 
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BRITISH REBEL MUSIC 


10 trax from bands including: Back To The 
Planet, Blaggers ITA, The Cardiacs, Tofu Love 
Frogs, Terminal Cheesecake, Pouch, Machine 
Intelligence, Blade, Citizen Fish and The Sea. 
Tax £5 (inc p+p) available mail order from PO 

Box 6366, London E5 OXB. Please make 
cheques/postal orders out to EVENTS EAST. 
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W ATER What are people feeling? abo poe the negatives: speak INTRODUCTORY COURSES 
the unspeakable. Name the group's unspoken rules. Be 
The group struggles with the feelings members have for aware of how much time,energy and attention each 7-8 Oct 
each other. Now that members know each other they love members asks for and receives. Give the group, and 25-26 Nov N d | А | 
each other and rage at each other. People in the group individuals, praise and appreciation as well as criticism - 9-10 Dec O О CYS 
both want and resist more intimacy. They fight about and encourage members to accept praise. Share food. 
closeness or distance. Somebody’s feel iti 20-21 Jan 1996 
y's feelings are being Have fun. When couples or coalitions develop, take care 
continually hurt. Sometimes group members become that those involved also strengthen ties with other group 17-18 Feb 
lovers - or worse, fall in love with each other’s lovers. members - perhaps by working together on projects. 23-24 Mar 
This stage once drove me to formulate Starhawk’s Three 
ан pott | — : FULL 24 HOUR COURSES 
1) In any small group in which people are involved Clarify the organisational structure and its boundaries: 
sexually, sooner or later there will be grave conflicts. who is in and who is out. Wish those who leave well but 9-17 Sep UM О d E EUER 
2)In any small group in which people are involved, don't try to keep them if they want to go. Take on new 1-10 Mar 1996 о = Losers’ : Рага 
sooner or later, they will be involved sexually, even if people. Get the work done. Reflect on the experiences 3.12 Мау um QU m 8 ее mes ма БУЕ ЗЯ 
only in fantasy. that grow from the work. Arrive at new visions, C tait Sept 0.3695 and th "UMP | | Po eR ONO НЫ 
3) Small groups tend to break up. perceptions, goals, differences. Start a new cycle. авар Crouch cuo а, ji A 74-page rough-produced сстіс соок for exiles from the 
S For more info call s On: future and the proud more oi Gerrard Winstanley. 
s S (01892) 825049 £2.50 from Peter Rigg, 


Е C F°3PFUB?’'"’é'’ Dn 150.B fort Street. Nel I hi BB9 OSA 
| | | ‚ Deautor reet, iNeison, Lancashire 
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A 
selection 
of Kate 
Evans’ 
cartoons 


is 

available 
in her 

booklet 
Criminal 
Element, 
Cartoons 

of 
peaceable 
sedition. 
£1.50 ( + 

Зор 


postage) 
from 
Justice? 
PO Box 
2600, 
Brighton 
East 
Sussex. 
Please 
make 
cheques 
payable to 
Justice? 
All money 
goes to 
the 


Criminal 
Justice 


Act. 
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Ae ort of cred tive resistance... 


у, Courage and €heek."........——7 


We have to reach an agreement about what is 
political in relation to art. Is is not just the contents 
that are political. Perhaps Godard formulated it best 
- the task is not to make political movies but to make 
movies political." Heiner Muller: Germania. 

What 1 want to talk about is something very close to 
home, something that has been a life-changing 


experience for me and many others. It’s something 


which has begun to answer the urgent question that 1 
think has become central to our culture, a question being 
asked by a lot of us involved in the arts and in politics at 
the moment. 

That question is: ‘The process of social change is in 
desperate need of creativity. The art world is becoming 
more and more divorced from society. How do we bring 
these two forces together? 
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reality but hope ion of such 


imaginat 
ures. Within the iua 
qo gere art, the message comes acr 


a eee а loud and clear, ‘Anything Is Possible.’ | 

B 2. | Ї you want to stop a chainsaw destroying an ancient tree 

T EI Du you put your body in the way. if you want to stop a home 

i E | | being torn down to make way for a motorway, you bury 

bo yourself inside it. 1f you want to climb onto the Houses 

: of Parliament to make a statement about the 
Criminal Justice Bill (which criminalises most of this 

creativity) you climb it. The situationist may have 

] asked us to ‘Be realistic, demand the impossible.’ 

7 * The No M11 Link campaign was not just 

23 b demanding it, it was doing it. 

4 bo | Such optimism is crucial in a post-modern world 

v3 5. where it is radical to say nothing, to have no 


4 TR hope and to be neutral. Medical research has 


h b established that hope and positive attitudes are 
E я potent factors in healing, just as despair and 


depression cen різу з part in weskening the 
=. immune system. Taken to planetary 


DOGO 


A : proportions, any attempt to heal the social 
2 and ecological wounds of our culture has to 
m begin with a cry of hope rising from the 
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1 ет : ruins. The precondition to any human effort is 
: | = optimism. | 

: > For a year the No-M11 Link campaign has 

- been a non-stop performance. Every day 
people invaded work sites and used non- 
violent direct action as tools of resistance 
again the cold steel of pile drivers, cranes 
and bulldozers. Often these acts of courage 
are accompanied by the sound of drums, 
penny whistles and singing. Ìn the days 
when there was no action, the campaigners 
designed and built the most incredible 
| I sculptural barricades and installations 
P De j : along Claremont Road in order to hold up 
us _ > i: 8 E. ў: the final eviction. 
— E O — nc te itum ór 
C о _ 1 their bodies in acts of endurance and 
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performance where the poetic and the 
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: м _ ЧР. This can cost vast 
2o; amounts of money (it's 
^ rumoured that 
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Within the imagination 


in 


their pockets. 
2y t provides powerful news images, images that have 


enormous audiences and can educate and inform. about the 
issues. The campaign has had images on the front page ot 


for art, they were homes, places which could have been renovated 
and used to rehoused some of the thousands of homeless people 
who end up on the streets of London each year. 

The 1970s saw artists like Gordon Matta Clarke cut a hole 
through the side of a house and Walter de la Maria fill a whole 
room with earth. last year, Rachel Whiteread cast an abandoned 
terrace house in concrete. In Claremont Road, a hole was cut in 
every single wall of the row of thirty houses to create a stunning 
tunnel that linked every home. It was a strategy to evade the 
Bailiffs but also a metaphor for communal living an intervention 
the cuts the isolation of indivi dual domestic units. 

in some houses, rooms were Filled with earth, often lit by the 
eerie brightness of a single hanging light bulb. These earth filled 
rooms disguised entrances to bunkers which held campaigners 


of such activist art the message comes 


dronn loud and clear, Anything Is Posegi ble.’ 


Performers hung in nets, on trees 


during the eviction. Not knowing the whereabouts of the pots, buried i locked into walls 
bunkers, the Bailiffs were Forced to search with shovels instead w x «€ jum and welded into cages at the 5 ar 
of tearing through the houses with a bulldozer. of security guards id on ers completely surrounded by 18 ы 
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E 


} 
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brought into people's living rooms n hd а ч p c D рне y „At night, bright arc lights illuminated 
3) This crafting of the media is fundamental to cultura arricades were accompanied by slogans hastily ubed in brig Ae А silence fell. Suddenly the place felt lik ed the enclave and an eerie 
activism. its theatrical function is that it is enacted in paint and colourful murals - horses galloping, a daisy chain | qe x S apocalyptic movie. Every now and th e the film set of an 
front of and for an audience. This is not just the media across the front of every house. From the defended trees were | S VE ap of the tower and A chorus of ‘ Pow en a firework would shoot out 
but the passers-by who are often awe-struck by what they all sorts of objects from shop dummies to old televisions - each E à would rise up from the street ies to The Tower’ 
see and are thus brought into dialogue about the issues pes pee as statement and obstacle for the tree M. n was pe apa -— >? 
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excitement and danger of the action creates à magically plans to evict Claremont was the 70 foot tower breaking out ater, the final perfomer was rag ^ enact. Eighty-eight hours 
focussed moment, à peak experience where real time through the roof of one of the houses. it could be seen for miles k do was destroy the street and wi ^ ue tower. All that was left 
suddenly stand still and a certain shift in consciousness can and for its short life became a local — This ; history but also one of the ie hie t not only 100 years of local 
occur. Many people involved have felt incredibly — M: piece of crazed scaffold = only tu ded the — resistance. ost fascinating objects of 
empowered by these feelings. most effective defence against the bailiffs but also became the n his book, "fllminations', Walter 8 
Non violent direction action is so much rolled into one. most powerful image for the final show down. of the foremost tasks of art 44 7 r Benjamin wrote that , ‘One 
Unlike the personality cuits of the art world, direct action For four cold days in November, Claremont Road and demand which can be fully мата been the creation of a 
is collective and anonymous. Unlike the rationality and the quarter of a mile of sealed off streets to stop building the M11. With all ^s y later.’ The demand was 
objectivity of most politics, direct action distrusts reason became the site for a grand final operatic cheek in the world, even our uS. € courage, creativity and 
nd champions intuition. battle. Thousands of uniformed riot police and Stop this monster of urban planni ecessity did not manage to 
When the perfo emances were not happening on bailiffs trooped in and out of the area as if in a г who knows? ning from going ahead - but later 
building sites, campaigners were busy creating the most ; choreographed routine. E , 
extraordinary and offective installations in the houses an i p 
trees. Claremont was a road which had been cut off to ке G 4 
for months and returned to the di gnity and community 9? à ET 
"e of the barricades in the houses echo conceptual artists A о № ^^ 
installations of the past. Yet these houses Were not only frames à e 
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| THE STEREOTYPE: 


The Spiky Model | 
(from the fluffy * 
viewpoint): 


Intellectual thugs. 
Publish lots of 
dense, rambling 
rant on dead 
philosophers and 
the ‘workers’ 
struggle’. Ironically 
very few of them 
are actually 
working class 
themselves. They 
are convinced the 
‘revolution’ is just 
around the corner 
and that it must be 
achieved ‘by any 
/ means necessary - $ 
2 although they never 2 
! explain what these $ 

means are. While 
waiting for the 
revolution, 
activities generally 
don't extend 
beyond messing up 
other people's 
events and 
chucking half- 
bricks at cops. 
Conspiracy 
theorists reckon 
most spiky factions 
are funded by М5. 
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B unspoken 
& violence is only acceptable when 


OLLY HATCHET 


Bristol Class War 


There is nothing particularly 
pleasant or glorious in violence. 
The joy of inflicting pain, the sound 
of nasal bone crunching under the 
force of a steel toe capped Doc 
Marten or perhaps the screams of 
a helpless torture victim, is 
probably really only savoured by 
ihe sadistic, the power-hungry or 
those with specific mental health 
problems. 

Images of violence are thrown at 
us daily, unless we happen to live 
in parts of the Southern 
Hemisphere, or in some fake 
hippie or New Age idyll. Such 
images are rarely balanced and 
even less frequently have a cause 
or explained consequence; take 


г the vulture-like reporting of child 


torture, sexual abuse, NATO troops 


= in Bosnia, Yankee troops wherever 
# you care to mention and so on. 

» Ihis distortion of the causes and 
м effects of various aspects of 


‘violence’ is made for a number of 


# reasons. A prime one of these is 


simply to reinforce a huge, yet 
moral value; that 


itis done by our elders and 


betters, fo an individual group, who are so very naught that they must 
be punished. It is rare that these self-proclaimed 'parents' do the dirty 
deed - it is far more commonplace for physical violence to be 
delivered by the judiciary and penal system, the police, and the army, 
in the case of Britain, a professional army. 

With some notable exceptions, the entire world is dominated by a 
capitalist system where we are conned into believing we have a say. 
This con is best described as the system of representative democracy, 
in Britain best typified by the Houses of Commons and Lords, in 
themselves a good two reason for extreme violence! 

Is violence an ideology? Quite obviously not. Is it part of one? Well, 
barely. Violence is best seen as a tool, nothing more, nothing less. 
some readers may be appalled at this statement, but I believe it to be 
very frue. As already outlined, it is a tool that is largely and most 
effectively used by organised thugs who also happen to be world 
leaders, politicians, the head of multinational corporations and their 
agents and employees. This is totally unacceptable and not to oppose 
it in some way is surely to give consent or to accept that they have 


permanently won the fight. 


Many people within the pacifist and ‘fluffy’ melee have rejected the 
use of this tool, in keeping with their ideology, however confused and 
confusing that ideology may be. The major downfall of non violent 
direct action, pacifism and all their regalia and trappings, is that it 
constantly sees itself as a complete ideology, a total world view, rather 


than a tool to 


protest, to bring attention to injustice and crime, to change people's 
mind, fo raise awareness and presumably to change the world for the 


better. 38 


If we are in a struggle for a better world, and not simply 
posturing with the mixed and jumbled paraphernalia from 
various, possibly misunderstood cultures and ideologies, 
then surely we must accept that non-violent direct action 
is sometimes the most appropriate tool to use - a creative 
one that has a definite place, especially when we can 
make a point and when the forces ranged against us are 
well tooled up and likely to arrest us all and give us a good 
kicking into the bargain. We are in a relatively lucky 
position - currently. We are unlikely to be tortured or shot. 
No problem there. 

But to reject the constructive use of aggression, people 
power, and, yes, violence, is both short-sighted and an 
insult to those who have struggled for a better world using 
all the tools they feel necessary. From Nicaragua to South 
Africa, via North America,and the Middle East, back to 


Ireland, England, 
Scotland and Wales, 
peoples suffering 


invasion, exploitation, 
injustice and suffering 

have fought back using 

their culture, their 
creativity, songs, families ~... 
communities and then ^ .. 
violent force to repel UNT 
their oppressors. 

surely if is a powerful 

mixture of solidarity, 
consciousness, skills, 

hopes and dreams in 
conjunction with our 
preparedness to fight 

back, that could and | 

should turn things around for us. It is a huge romantic and 
dead-ended mistake to reject the very tool that can 
liberate us. Being prepared and trained to use violent 
struggle when we accept that it is necessary, is one of 
these tools. It is not nice, not fluffy and cuddly but when our 
future, our world, OUR families, lovers and friends are at 
stake, who dares to say, 'No, we'll have a quick dance a 
whoop а bit....that'll show those bastards with their 
truncheons and guns!’ 

The state will never listen to our reason. It depends on our 
compliance to function. Neither John Major, Paddy 
Ashdown (an ex-SAS man himself) or Tony Blur will listen to 
our reasons why we must fundamentally change the way 
society is organised. It is not in their interests. If mainland 
Britain was fortunate to see mass, organised uprisings, the 
political parties would be the first to run for the hills, after 
having ordered troops onto the streets to gun us down, 
imprison us without trial and torture us for information. 

This happens in Northern Ireland. It 
would happen here it 

the idea of freedom and 
revolution became a real threat 
to the state. 

Better to arm ourselves now than 
be beaten to.shit whiile we try to 
put our ideas into action - if you 
really want peace, prepare for 
маг. 


Ihe stereotypes may be easy. to laugh at but the whole fiuffy/sofky 
debate has opened up A more $ зрос issue: should campaigners stick fo 
ula they see it simply as one of many 

and some ‘Huffies’ fo state their case. 


non-violence at all costs or sh 
tactics? Pod asks both a Soy" 


MARSHA MELLOW 
Fluffy Action Force (F.A.F.) 


The problem with the whole fluffy/spiky thing is that 
everyone's perception of what's fluffy and what's spiky is 
different. 
| thought and thought about how | would explain the ideas 
of non-violence. | thought about how, as a method of 
campaigning it has been a great way of empowering 
people. Spikies spit out the word pacifist at us but they 
don't seem to understand the basic concept of direct 
action. | thought of trying to explain how non-violent direct 
action is not an ideology but an instinct. 
But then | thought, well, a much better way of explaining it 
would be to ask around 
Меи and see what other people 
ye felt. That way, | could give a 
much better feel of the 
concept of ‘Unity Through 
Diversity.’ | just hope you 


don't end up more 
confused than you were in 
the beginning! 


CLAIRE: 


‘The best bit of non-violent 
_...=” direct action l've come across 
is by Noel Godin, a 

Belgian anarchist who goes 
around chucking these custard 
flans at dull intellectuals and 
politicians who take 


goes by the name of George Le 
Gloupier and he’s written an autobiography called Cream and 
Punishmenf. He has promised to ‘flan’ Jacques Chirac and is 
coming over to this country soon. Making people laugh is a much 
better way of getting your message across than exhorting them to 
prepare for war.’ | 


JIM: 
| was оп the anti-CJB march last October and got talking to this 
bloke about violence. “The thing is,” | was saying. “Most activists 
want То get a message across to people. They want to challenge 
the way people see things. Violence cuts off communication 
and once that stops, it’s a downward spiral.’ The bloke wasn't 
having any of it. Half way through the conversation, | suddenly 


shoved him hard on the shoulder. He looked shocked. “You tosser,” 


he said. "That's the trouble with you fluffies, you say one thing and 
do another.” | tried to explain to him why Га done it but he kept 
pushing me away. In the end he disappeared back into the crowd 
shaking his head. - Point made.' 


TINA: 


There is no desire to comply to a set ideology 
or doctrine. It's just loads of different people 
with different (but often quite similar) views 
trying to do everything in their power to 
sensibly show the suits up for the idiots they 
are. If you can't see that then what can you 


see? | | 
TUNNIE: | 

‘We all feel angry. We all feel fucked off with 

what's going on around us. The question is, 

what's the best way of using that anger 

productively? ' 


themselves foo seriously. He . 
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THE STEREOTYPE: 5 


The Fluffy Model 
(from the spiky 
viewpoint): 


Middle class 
intellectuals who 
can, ‘Go home to 

mummy and daddy 
if everything goes 
wrong.’ Publish 
flyers exhorting 
other people to skip 
and dance while 
being baton-charged 
by large numbers of 
riot cops. Too busy 
hugging eachother 
to get down to the 
serious issues of 
class struggle and 
anyway, they're 
scum - not butch 
and hard like us - 
and they suck up to 
the media - and 
they'll turn out just 
like their parents in 
ten years time 
you'll see. 
Conspiracy 
theorists reckon 
M15 is already on 
the fluffies' case 
because its got 
nothing better to 
do. 


PHIL: 


'NVDA is about being bold, putting 
yourself on the line, using your 
imagination and making it fun. It's 
about trying to get people to think 
about what they are doing.’ 


CATH: 


You've got to be responsible for your 
actions. When we were being 
evicted from Munstonia (the last 
house to fall on the M11 site) | was on 
the roof. There was one geezer who 
was really slagging off the police 
down below. In the end, someone 
went up to him and said, 'If you're 
going to wind them up then lock-on 
or shut up.'See, people get mouthy 
but when the cops come, they 
scarper. Instead the cops take it out 
on some poor bod who is locked-on 
to a chimney and can't get away.’ 


LEON: 


They say riots happen when a 
community is pressured too much. 
Real riots have got nothing to do with 
Class War or any other faction. At 
the New Cross riots that lof got up 
and started going on about the 
workers and the revolution. Everyone 
ignored the pigs and starting 
chucking stuff at them!’ 


GEE: | 
‘Some people are too bogged down : 


with isms and schisms. ‘а rather deal | 
with here and now.’ 
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LINDSEY: 


Ч think the real problem is how the whole system has interpreted non-violence. They 
assume that it means passive resistance. At Stanworth Valley (the campaign to stop 
the M65) the Under Sheriff complained bitterly that his men had to face active 
resistance to the eviction rather than the passive resistance that he expected. 


KEVIN: 


'You cannot reach a peaceful solution using violent means. You can't get rid of 
something by using the same thing. That's merely increasing the level of violence. If you 
want a peaceful future you have to use you brains and not your fists. But what's equally 
important is that self-defence is a very valid weapon and if someone comes up to hit 


me, Г! hit them first!’ 
ALLY: 


‘I’m not a radical fluffyist. | can understand why some people dream of an ultimate 
revolution where we can create a world we all want to live in. But we have to look at 
the situation we are in now. We will never win with violence because they will always 
have more force and more weapons than us. What we can threaten them with is 
good example -showing them up for what they are and showing the people what the 


alternatives can be. 
JON: 


| get the feeling that the Class War lot are always hiding: hiding behind balaclavas, 
hiding in the crowd, hiding behind words. It takes a lot more balls to confront someone 
face fo face that to lob a brick from 50 yards away.’ 


DEBBIE: 


Violence is a difficult thing to define. | don’t agree with violence against people but | 
have no worries about violence against property | think economic sabotage is à 
valid form of campaigning if all else fails. | 


MARK: : 


‘The whole thing is really stupid. We should all be on the same side, not sniping at 


eachother. If we a/spit on the Tories, we'll drown the basta ds.’ 39 
Ў w4. 
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Since the Criminal Justice Act became law, everyone has been taking up the new s iae | een A 4A € POR: - disused No 
national spert of ‘aggravated trespass’. This is described as trespass in the epen ^ "Ву Е: y MUN oF 8 E Zea Ll 
air with intent ef intimidating, ebstructing er disrupting peeple fer engaging in _ АСНУ AEV LS gin : Ecc e day. 
lawful activities (such as trashing ancient weedlands er peisening rivers). This is Ecc SS rr AE um 
all very well, but what abeut these ef us whe fancy a bit ef trespass but aren't 3 B. SERA Bab E E E РЕ САН E 
tee sure if they want te dive straight inte aggravation? Fer-their benefit, we are i is ZONE HN IDE — 
preud to present eur altemative trespass guide. Get in there quick theugh, if 
Michael Howard gets his way, these could be coming te a statute beek near yeu 
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Accídental Trespass: Intreverted Trespass: 
Trespassing on land which has no Staring at your feet on someone 
environmental or political significance else's property and then muttering, | 
whatsoever carried out by activists don't know why I’m here, no-one will 
with the intention of disrupting lawful notice me anyway.’ Max penalty 
activity somewhere else but with a being made to sing ‘My Way’ in a tutu 
criminally poor sense of direction. outside a Leeds United match. 
Max. penalty three months of map- 
reading. Extreverted Trespass: 

Staring at everyone else's feet on LN A (Ple on mea ined ens : by + al d 
Irritated Tréspass: someone else’s property and then me WE ате ior oe er mme M 75 an e at 
Trespassing with the intention of telling them about your first sexual | | Tx 


informing someone that their safety experience. Max penalty not being ' ANC о к я З = E. P EM. 
helmet really clashes with their allowed to sing My Way’ in a tutu бу Babes АА. Ph ба 
overalls. Max. penalty a black eye. outside a Leeds United match. АА do ТА 1. ее 


Elevated Trespass: Perforated Trespass: 


Like aggravated trespass but Педа! occupation of a derelict IS investi 19a tı Ing the idea ofan 

occuring on stilts. Max penalty six factory (roofless). Max penalty three 

months for being a smart arse. months inside a Group 4 secuirty van A C 1 0 М М 1 IW 0 R K 

Animated Trespass: сий a 

Like aggravated trespass but wearin aroeneteo Trespass: ! 

Mickey Mouse ears. Max penalty two Like agg. trespass only fizzier. Max This network will enable ANYONE to take part in more actions through the 


(lets the ravers flood out). 
weeks in EuroDisney. . panon three months antisocial interactive exchange of information and will create a regional and national pool 
atulence. TUE : à | 
Deregulated Trespass: of activists and skills. This network will be independent. Anyone can use it, no one 


Trespass by several groups who are all Terminated Trespass: " will own it. 
going to the same place and keep Stretching a thin joke beyone the T 
you waiting for two hours before all editor's patience. Maximum penalty WE WANT TO 1 EAR FR 1 M YO U 


turn up at the same time. Max Penalty some brutal editiing. (There were 
PHONE 0171 354 5100 for more information 


being taken over by Slowcoach Ltd. orginally 101 of these). 


This year is the 10th anniversary 
of the Battle of the Beanfield. Jim 
Thomas compares the resistance 
of the American indians with the 
struggles of today’s nomads and 


Of 


stuff: the barbed wire and the motorways with 
their iron horses, the open cast mines and the 
slaughterhouses? Could we return to the 


TURN OFE THE excluded land... now as then? 
TV, put down the newspapers — wovoka brought back the dance and the creed of 


ae lun fire, tribespeople. Take a rest, non-violence to share among the tribes. 1t was 

domination d rem : hn violence, known as the Ghost Dance, bringing back the 

modern cultural heritage. 1n the н си pisal ghost of the world that was and the wisdom of the 

new mythologies to cel b pirit of finding ancestors who lived init. The ghost dancers put 

to DİY Culture, t off ebrate, histories appropriate acide their weapons and made a circle: ‘People 

is a tres story. ! offer you the Ghost Dance. This were holding eachother by the hand, singing, 
MY ee HMM NM whirling around, looking at the sun. They had a 


mae En. ^ D dh ndis "istértens tuf guier ЗОНТ fige пране twee In the middle of 
сис E мм p Б g Ut as say so. Circles go round and round. 15 it happening 

e otound, | citclo oround Го м p о а 27 again? х гю 

y 3 a we S Е x s о enr E OOV i | " 3 wi ng feather 25 | №... (202! ing m4 
ee Бо e” of the Zarth (rot) Heya Heya Hera Heo, wearing my long the dance 
coo E s : 9 А Patute indian circle. They wore special shirts painted with 

"d Ж. | и sun, the moon, the stars and magpies. Th 

named Wovoka, went up to heaven. The sun had pee E d didn't stop Pate g. - 


Fr ESSE A 8 m = S. died and taken him t 
X tita аи € 2 — 2 newand gstorically, Indians have always lived in circles. 
i one, the one the — hey had kept their circles complete, holding the 


E x1 white man had dest 
6een Cul down Е = antelope and ных. — мін shins of game, earth together in their travels along its sacred 
ў green and high ways. They lived in comparative harmony with 


ХА and though long-dead 
"^ And tne lost $1 lived in this ae land, cie uu. TEE the natural world, following the cycles of nature 
a o . а. were one tribe and could and developing a subtle and profound 
. E ви Иа been Ж ом рат о. rr rint 
i D = people to be good and to 1 » -— conservationists. They realised that life depended 
: г cougit. And ma. expressed it 7 диа бсрун on the wellbeing of the earth. 
E о _ E "s hurt an Е? —— f non-violence. "You must The earth was considered a goddess and was 
os ord | Ma T Ў ў one or ) 
p | n the lost ri ver E " not fight. Do right ei б will pus You must worshipped for her fertility and abundance. They 
Imc o м. á o D has run d fu E m ext satisfaction in life.” | да ' believed all nature is an interconnected living 
pe 1 ns E i. gp v E . Warriors were to put d organism. ‘in the circle of life every being is no 
". NE NN "- - lonia t : P E TM ADM ur ml aim e Jion Daoa M one IS 
2 ee J| ME on Ч hen will ABD Поин EMEN rnt shared with the bird, bear, 
VEO C o D | | : Ew together until the present world, with all del insect, plants, mountains clouds, stars, sun. 'to be 
: : o mon Too 150 - EN d white man's stuff, its fences and iron h bad in harmony with the natural world one must live 
3 | _ о slaughterhouses and mi orses, Tir within the cycles of life’ (Steiner). The art, music 
innere. ДИА РОР Ар Е 9 and spirituality of these tribal peoples were 


blanket. Underneath 
earth, in harmony. uw vote dem er x intimately connected with the environment, with 
land they had been excluded from. Te — m tent - like our own 

The words of Wovoka were to reach far...they pe d á ha i table for thei "d 
were read amongst others by a young Mahatma for the individual yet retaining a strong sense of 


eee 


ee en 


T Chief Soottl Do Ghandi, the modern father of non-vi 
E а? А -violent direct 
ae aoe itv. They were diverse and colourful and 
a e d ie Vires Lic agrego орон — 4 aA Dos Naa en 
eee 4 аа ра р bugie — woodland, climbed = mountain, Wh h whi be ] 
| sat with the tribes on Twyford Down, Salisbu prairies. en the white man began to enclose 
i Plain or even Claremont Road бА the land and appropriate it as property, the гей 
ЧИЙ words? Have you danced ^ csse man expressed bewilderment. “One does not sell 
pu er tk.’ : 
" ne 4 semi to a rhythm SQ p owe rful 1 i coul d b ring the M — the people j А (Cashunka 
d m AMNES s together in rolling back the white man's bad The — man had no respect for the cycles and 
circles of the indigenous people. Ever since the 
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a On the field of Wounded Knee........ in Hyde ania 
nomadic lifestyle, restricting travellers to a few remaining zu ghost dancers dancing for a return to freedom and t A 
‘reservations’ - much smaller and more infrequent that A land...tribespeople, envi ronmentalists, ravers....Stoppe 
those of the Sioux. 1t is the final exclusion from the land. 1t Se dancing. 
— seed c ‘to adopt a settled way of life’ | Said Black Elk: x саме NE 
LO "become white’ as it were. *t did not know then how muc | 
Even to dance is a crime: a crime to come together and : ck now from this high hill of my old age, 1 can 
arrival of Columbus in the New World, 500 Vati heo. the dance to a tribal rhythm, in the open air, in circles; as if | p p nd butchered women and children v heaped 
Story of contact between Europeans and Indi gen fts j coming together and dancing was dangerous ; as if it was and scattered all along the crooked gulch. And I can - 
Indians has been of conquest and devastation. The sameis °° nein ОИК To CHANGE teens, lo voB wp Che еа man’s и that something else died there in the bloody mud an The 
true of the land itself. The pioneerin g spirit of the me's world and peacefully bring about something altogether | NE : buried in the blizzard. A people's dream died there. e 
American frontier was of taming and exploiting both better - which incidentally, it is. | d " nation’s hoop is broken and scattered. There is no centre 
wilderness and the people who lived there ind was In 1890, suddenly the world was coming back for the РЕТРО — any longer and the sacred tree is dead.’ 
‘discovered’, appropriated, cleared and fenced - buffal North American Indians. The dance travelled like fire across ' d | d not hn OW then Wow Did a people's dream die there or did a people stop 
Indians likewise. aiio and. the prairies, igniting the imagination of the tribes. Each UM | dreaming when they stopped dancing. For a lung © tt 
if ever there was a classic case one that took it up adopted their own version of the dance, À ri Americans lived increasingly cowed 
excluding people from the land, ente sqm their own songs. Within the dance, individuals would p much wa5 endec e А чан Then in the 1970s the Red Power movement 
would be it. They lived as nomadic communities edd info usse sies and bring bach visions, Chey would bring looked бэсв now from tn | 5 arose. Young. angry. educated Indians fired up by books 
an area larger than western Europe. There were рн: ng ; back ceremonies and rituals that had been forgotten by the | such as ‘Guster Died For Your Sins’ and ‘Bury My Heart 
— ыы them, thousands of horses one o tribes «END DER us dn бы: иі on Mill of my old 290, | At Wounded Knee’ began what was initialy а ety 
and hundreds of miles of free ran communities had begun to break up. and effective non-violent direct action 
oP реб eae a oa all os The dance remade communities, it was a rekindling of con Sti | See tne 6utc nered er Activists occupied Alcatraz island and 
prosperous, proudest and perhaps the ie ee their culture and ignited their morale. In the circle, all i claimed their ‘Right of Discovery? and drew attention _ 
wildest of all the tribes on the plains. held hands and faced eachother. The space in the women ond chi Idron to a “Trail of Broken Treaties’ through land vr 
In 1868 however, as the US si IM middle was their space. Some wore white E At : occupations. E i 
government attempted to i mm ge | A à ‘Ghost shirts’ that it was believed would ka _ r A We X С ly in 9 meped gnd Ви E Then the P e 
bring the d ‚ Е № em resist the white man's bullets as long as the pO — yr Tm S gx bo во 9 moverent | P | 


plains under turned violent. 


— M №стеед of non-violence was kept. The Eu 1 | - | à $ à | | gcottered oll along 


BS A fits control, 2. AL M borde were growing larger. The agents À ZEB m 197, 
4 the Sioux TN 238 of the government were growing i th CTooR ed i ' EMEN Wounded Knee 
X oe E Sn 2s. HOS A ivi ts 
ЭТоипа themselves scared. They believed an A ; was reoccupied by Red Power activis 
. restricted to a reservation and insurrection was à E TREE C ЦСИ. Апа j who held several rangers hostage. 
put under government agents - all coming. Some of Ü au Di 27M (er They danced the Ghost bance but 
ge on 8 г Беа < ef | } Ben: Baas SA ; da neser not 
we sa ey of government rations, cows № Hi the more notorious gom | | E. con See | x solemnly in memory i Killed. 
an ‘ ot er things’. They ales Я m 5 t roub! emake r S ha d HS aeos ; T p к. m X. a i: | hope. Indians were aga n 
agreed to allow the railroad and military E [taken to dancing the E PE е X wo. thot SO moth | no DUC BE violence crushes the life and — and 
posts to be built on the reservations. At №№ dance - it was obviously some sort of ME "Wu Д Е. n d Ó hope of a dance. The fun was gone. r7 
= ау еу De reduced from a free : war оче Troops were brought into E = ~ T г. ol Se d i Q there Fi never really danced away from Woun 
nation to dependent wards of the government the reservations...... E E _ oe : _ OR dy -— 
"PME aan NO on е reservation, people Police were brought into raves E ч A c "As ^ MW 5 in the Oloo 
. ‚ Atter the numerous battles against the 77 ; a К о pom : 
Indians led by Custer, a new agreement took a thied of I festivals, protests, campsites......... ud 2 : N р _ N i b. a mud ond w2s 
iania including their last remaining hunting Ön Pine Ridge Reservation, over half : " биј i ed in tne 


ground. Within the next decade, the buffalo had gone and the 


Sioux were left with nothing but arid land and government er ere were Cancing The 


Ghost Dance and ‘defied control’. Troops 


blizzard. A oeoolo'5 


rations. Suddenly, they were expected to settle down to th | Br fus | pes | 
pursuit of agriculture in a lan ^ were sent in to arrest Chief Sitting Bull. — _ г 
Not е. cm there паль E Ait for such use. A fight ensued and he was killed. 1800 of | UC n b. dreom d | ed THERE THEN 1S THE TALE. When we dance, even in the 

extended to genocide. General = чийн ay т" WaS his people fled in panic into the badlands and : eb He d por of York, the police leave us alone. f've met interesting 
Gampaign of Extermination’ - ethnic cleansin е" joined up with Chief Bigfoot's tribe who were also gi people through the dance and it provides a good media-friendly 
style. He made no secret of his prejudices, Soyo sees dancing the dance. More troops were called in. At : | HE im perspective on the Criminal Justice Act. — The power of the 
Indians... all have to be killed or но оета pig A "These Wounded Knee Creek, about 300 Ghost Dancers | E i >: а po its non-violence. Without raising a gun, it made a lot of 
pauper’. He later added, "The only good indi — er found themselves surrounded by machine guns and ES Ghost shirt it 6 lo d А» se. It demonstrated what Indian life was about: circles, 

sver saw cannons. There to dance, not fight, they gave l "m ro en on celebration, the land and the community - in a way that threw the 


authorities. Н was creative positive and believed in 
I3 —— : itself. 
HN Scottorod Я The à О Violence divided all that. — The authorities knew how to respond 
$ to violence. They’ve done it for thousands of years. They have 


i с no со ntre ony little experience of non-violence, certainly not dancing for 


Echoes of these same prejudices can be heard around us themselves up and were in the process of handing 


today. John Carlisle MP for Luton believes that today’s over what weapons they had when a lone voice 
nomadic traveller tribes must be ‘banished into the preached resistance. A lone warrior became excited 


wilderness’, while Earth First!, Road Alert! and shot into the air. Cannons let rip into the peaceful | 
and many of the new generation of устоду меа m encampment of tepees. The code of non-violence had been | ran d the socted a a wt d bapa for change have got caught up in 
protect what little wilderness we have left. n broken. So too were the Ghost Shirts. The total massacre оп9е ас have жа ctable and aggressive in their means and these 
In 1992 John Major proclatined, "New Age travellers? Notin 22 Wounded Knee did not discriminate between warrior and t ig d od.’ тии iren 
this age... not in any age.’ 15 the only good ‘New Age t : Е medicine man, man and woman, woman and child. ree e ; А wien — anarchist Emma Goldman once said: ‘Wi can’t 
a dead New Age traveller? ee oo At Hyde Park in October 1994, peaceful dancers — _ dance 1 don’t want to be part of your revolution’. Revolution 
The introduction of the Criminal Justice Act deni found themselves surrounded by lines of police. A few bears turning a circle. Will the circle be unbroken? Make a 
| es leaflets preached violent resistance. 1t only took a few cing circle and don't let it stop turning! 


stones thrown to bring violent police charges against 
protesters. They did not discriminate either. 
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Help! l've been 
kidnapped by aliens! I’m 
trapped in a vast space 
station full of strange 
beings that speak in a 
bizarre language like this: 
FCCC/1.3(ii)para5/7.4/(iv) 
/xyz... and | can’t 
understand a word of it! | 
can't live on this 
processed air much 
longer and | can't find the 
exit! What's more, dear 
reader, | have discovered 
a terrifying conspiracy. 
These strange beings 
actually RUN YOUR 
PLANET. 


Geez, these kind of places are 
inclined to make me paranoid. 
Welcome to the weird world of 
the United Nations 
Conference. (United 
Nations??!? The only thing that 
unites these people is; their 
co-dependence on their mobile 
phones.) Specifically, to the 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
In Berlin - that's the global 
warming summit to you and me. 
Now, the delegates are 
supposed to be here to protect 
us from the possible ravages of 
global warming. 


To sum it up very briefly, the 
effects of global warming could be 
something like this: rising 
temperatures, polar meltdown and 
rising sea levels, increasingly 
frequent storms, tornadoes and 
flood, the spread of tropical 
disease, plagues of pests and 
increasingly frequent droughts. 
One researcher has estimate that 
by 2030 (ie within the next 35 
years) up to 1,803,140,000 people 
could die from the effects of global 
warming - famine, storms, floods 
and the spread of tropical 


diseases, not to mention the legacy 


of millions of environmental 
refugees. 

Its because of possibilities like 
these that the delegates at the 
summit are supposed to be finding 
some kind of international 
agreement which will prevent the 
threat of global warming occurring. 
This would mean that governments 


would set a legally binding target for 


reducing the gases such as carbon 
dioxide which cause the problem in 
the first place. Carbon dioxide is 
produced by any process which 
uses fossil fuels, mainly electricity 
power stations and vehicles. The 
destruction of forests, which 
absorb carbon dioxide exacerbates 
the problem. The main culprits of 
the problem are indisputably the 
first world countries and every year 
we produce more of the stuff. 

But don't worry. The delegates 
aren't going to let any of the 
alarmist predictions floating around 
cause them to panic. in fact, many 


Remember the Rio Earth Summit? Three years after not 
much was achieved in Brazil, not much more was achieved 
at a special summit on global warming held in Berlin. 
Ursula Wills-Jones went to listen in, got hot under the collar 
and found some relief with an alternative gathering of 
European activists. 


of them have so firmly resolved not 
to panic, that they have committed 
themselves utterly to what they 


believe is the only sensible course - 


to do nothing at all. 

To help them along, a lot of very 
well-paid scientists employed by 
petrol companies, the mining 
industry and other well-known 
polluters have published glossy 
brochures trying to undermine the 


scientific basis of the global warming 


theories. A spokeswoman for 
Greenpeace International, 
interestingly, described these 
scientific claims as, 'Bollocks.' 


And just in case any of the delegates 


get too concerned about their 
ecological responsibilities there are 
people around like Don Pearlman. 
Pearlman works for a New York law 
firm but nobody knows who really 


employs him. What’s fairly certain is 


that his sole responsibility is 


preventing any agreement on global 


warming. Far from being some slick 
Public Relations type, Pearlman is 
actually a runty little geezer in a 
shabby suit who chain smokes 
constantly. He won't talk to the 


press. The most | can get him to say 


into my tape recorder is ‘no 
comment twice. What's clear 
however, is that he knows 
everybody who matters. 
Thankfully, there are a few sane 
delegates in the place. People like 
Hex Horoi, hapless ambassador of 
the Solomon Islands in the South 
Pacific. The Solomon Islands have 
only 350,000 inhabitants but as 
many as 80 languages. Rex is the 


spokesman for the AOSIS group of 
small island states. They are 
pushing for the conference to make 
a really radical agreement (a 20% 
cut on 1990 carbon dioxide 
emissions) on global warming. 

Hex is here because he is afraid 
that his country, much of which is 
only six feet above sea level, is 
going to start sinking under a global 
warming-induced rise in tides. 
Despite being dressed in a smart 
suit like the rest of the delegates, 
Hex somehow looks like he would 
be more at home lounging on some 
peeling tropical veranda with a 
beer. 

Hex is not a happy man. 'It's been 
very frustrating,’ he grumbles. ‘If 
we don’t make a decision now, then 
complacency could create 
disaster. Any scientific proof will 
entail the destruction of these 
islands. These very rich cultures 
will disappear into the water. 
Already we have visible 
characteristics of climate change - 
frequency of storms, erosion of the 
beaches, erosion of the sea shore.’ 
No one in AOSIS has any time for 
the sceptical scientists employed, 
so coincidentally, by all the petrol 
companies. ‘People who talk like 
that only want to create 
employment for scientists who are 
doubters. Those who are 
concerned for the future of the 
planet don't think that way,’ Rex 
points out. 

Most of the people who don't think 
that way are in fact ensconced in 
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the somewhat less plush 
surrounding of a sports centre in 
the old east Berlin, where an 
alternative gathering, 'The Climate 
Is Right For Change' is taking 
place. The event is intended to 
bring together activists from 
across Europe who are working on 
the issues surrounding global 
warming such as road-building and 
open-cast mining. | 

The participants at the gathering 
are probably a good indication of 
the state of activism (or perhaps 
the level of the problem) country by 
country. 


lm accompanied by a 
giant cardboard 
steamroller and lots of 
activists who are 
pretending to be 
delegates, symbolised by 
their hats which bear the 
words, ‘Blah,Blah,Blah’. 


France and Italy haven't turned out 
a single participant between them. 
But that well-known hotbed of 
radicalism and alternative culture - 
Luxembourg - has somehow 
managed a whole minibus. Eastern 
Europe, from Lithuania down to 
Croatia, seems well-represented. 
There’s a bus-load of teenage 
Norwegians and a small gaggle of 
Spanish anarchists who seem a bit 
disappointed that they haven't got 
the chance to throw anything at 
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anyone. There’s even a single 
brave soul from Egypt - not to 
mention the obligatory British 
contingent which is remarkably 
large. 

Now this may come as something 
of a surprise but judging by this 
conference, Britain is probably the 
eco-activism capital of Europe at 
the moment. In fact, the British 
activists manage to put afew | 
people’s backs up by ignoring all 
the workshops that the Germans 
have carefully arranged and 
insisting that everyone should go 
and do non-stop actions. 

At one point, world war three was 
about to break out in the computer 
room over who got to use the 
equipment for what purpose and an 
international mediator (someone 
from the Dutch office) had to be 
sent in. 

For many people, the alternative 
gathering is something of a 
reunion. ‘Ooh, the last time | saw 
you, you were being dragged off by 
the Spanish police...’ ес. Apart 
from seeing old friends, all the 
usual facilities are there. 
Workshops, meetings, gratuitously 
fibrous veggie food, not to mention 
the deluxe experience in sleep 
deprivation. 

The organisers wake everyone up 
at 7am to clear everything out by 
nine. You can go to bed as early as 
you like but you do have to contend 
with the band playing in the next 
room until about 2am and of course 
the people falling over you as they 
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search drunkenly for their sleeping 
bag. 

Tuesday and Thursday have been 
set aside for actions. So on 
Thursday we all dutifully file off to 
olock a road junction in Kreuzberg, 
the city’s anarcho-district. 


The message is sent 
inside that delegates 
have been locked in and 
won't be allowed out until 
they do something useful. 


However, first we have to get there 
by tube which turns out to be quite 
amusing because there's about 
400 people but only three who 
actually know the way. 
This results in lots of confused 
stampedes in and out of u-bahn 
stations until we finally reach our 
secret destination. 
Surprisingly, we get away with 
blocking a busy junction for a good 
ten minutes - presumably because 
the police get stuck in the 
congestion we've caused. Anyway, 
the whole thing passes without 
mishap. 
Thursday and it's off to the UN 
Conference. Гт accompanied by a 
giant cardboard steamroller and 
lots of activists who are pretending 
to be delegates, symbolised by 
their hats which bear the words, 
‘Blah,Blah,Blah’. Others dressed 
as trees duly get steamrollered. 
It’s all been cleared with the police 
earlier and it all goes very quiet. 
Despite this dozens of desperate . 
journos, dying from the lack of air 
and dearth of news value inside the 
confererice, steam outside to 
cover it. 
Something else odd happens 
Thursday: an outbreak of religious 
fervour hits the high priest of 
carbon, Don Pearlman. He's 
acquired four new followers, 
dressed in monks' robes, who are 
showing their new-found devotion 
by following him around and 
hanging on his every word. 
They only become separated when 
Pearlman scuttles onto the 
delegates floor to escape. 
Interesting, because Pearlman 
isn't a delegate. Security can't find 
a suitable rule to discipline these 
over-enthusiastic worshippers of 
the Free Market so in the end they 
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tell them off for wearing 
inappropriate apparel in the 
conference. Somewhat 
surprisingly, The World Council of 
Churches, who have been running 
services inside the conference, 
appreciate the joke and file an 
official complaint about 
infringement of religious freedom! 
Friday however has been set aside 
for a few - er - unscheduled 
actions. Outside the conference 
hall, several hundred activists turn 
up, lock the main entrance doors 
from outside and sit down in front of 
them. The message is sent inside 
that delegates have been locked in 
and won't be allowed out until they 
do something useful. 

Some of the more pessimistic of us 
have been expecting a massacre 
but it doesn't happen. The police 
don't even try to shift people. 
Either there's too many TV 
cameras around or they feel a bit 
outnumbered. In fact, they let it go 
on so long that people get bored 
and the action disintegrates into 
mad folk dancing on one side and a 
meditation workshop on the other. 


Rex Horoi is adamant that 
it is very important that 
environmentalists in the 

West come to 
conferences like these 
and keep putting on the 

pressure. 


Inside, a number of activists who 
have obtained dubious press and 
NGO (non-governmental 
organisation) passes are waiting 
for their moment to storm the 
stage. Legendary UN 
incompetence means that the 
security is so lax they actually 
make it, unfurl a banner and get 
about 30 seconds ranting time over 
the PA system before the mics are 
turned off. Quite what the 
simultaneous translation system 
(English, French, German, 
Spanish, Russian, Arabic and 
Chinese) made of it is anyone's 
guess. Needless to say, they 
have their passes confiscated and 
get turfed out. Amazingly, no one 
gets arrested all week. 

Anyway, it's the end of the week 
and as expected, the UN delegates 


have failed to come to any 
agreement at all. Instead, they're 
going to waste more time and 
money by having another 
conference in a couple of years 
time. So off they go in their 
chauffeured Mercs, back to their 
first-class flights to their nice air 
conditioned offices. Meanwhile, 
the activist contingent, in need of 
some serious sleep and some good 
solid junk food, slope off on their 
old buses, cheap train tickets or 
cross-continental hitches back to 


Instead, they're going to 
waste more time and 
money by having another 
conference in a couple of 
years time. 


their road camps, campaigns, 
squats and student unions. 

As for me, | stumble home via a 
catalogue of travel mishaps. When 
I’ve finally made it back, | sit down 
and start sorting through the 
mountain of press releases | 
picked up at the conference. Half 
way through, | come across some 
tourist brochures about the 
Solomon Islands which Rex Horoi 
gave me. 'The eco-tourism 
destination of the Pacific,’ it says, 
is for people 'Who can survive two 
weeks without commercial 
television or McDonalds.' Two 
weeks?! Sounds more like an 
incentive to get a one-way ticket. 
The booklet is full of pictures of © 
colourful tribal people and verdant 
tropical scenery. 

Unfortunately, in the eyes of 
greedy multinationals and cowardly 
politicians, this kind of thing has no 
value. Rex Horoi is adamant that it 
is very important that 
environmentalists in the West 
come to conferences like these 
and keep putting on the pressure. 
Despite their best efforts, however, 
the politicians seem to agree that 
the Solomon Islands and their 80 
languages, palm-fringed lagoons 
and coral reefs can safely be 
sacrificed in order that the, 
'Competitiveness of European 
industry should not be damaged.’ 
Looks like Rex and his eco-tourism 
schemes are going to start sinking 
- Soon. : 
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Each year an underpublicised process takes place which determines whether, individually, we can 
enjoy our one guaranteed democratic right - the electoral register is compiled and published. 


“Altogether 11 million did not vote in 1987, and the figure in 1992 was closer to 13 million.” 
Godfrey Hodgson journalist & historian. 


“More than 2.5 million people aged 25 and under failed to vote in the 1992 General Election 
non-registration in this age group is four times higher than the rest of the population” 
“ The 1992 election was won by majorities totalling 2,500 in 11 marginal constituencies” 
British Youth Council. 
M-POWER is the voter registration campaign of '95 aimed primarily at the young. 


Voting often seems like a pointless act. 

But M-POWER isn't purely about voting - it’s about registering the right to vote and therefore adding 
the threat of electoral strength to our arguments for sustainability and rights - it will add electoral 
strength to our NVDA and lobbying campaigns. Registration will avoid the prospect of your voice 
being excluded from the electoral process 


As things stand, whoever wins the next election will have absolute power to pass laws like the 
CJA. 

But, as well as defiance, we have the numbers to use their system to make our point. The above 
figures show we potentially have millions of new voices to add to the political debate, voices not 
easily ignored by scared or excited politicians come election time. The next election is almost certain 
to be closely fought, with a lot of marginal seats. If, all of a sudden, there were 2 million or so freshly 
registered under 26's, it's also fairly certain there will be a lot of candidates running around for 
young people's votes. 


With mass registration we can flood the 
electoral system and create a big noise. 


Remember... Politics 1$ too 
important to be left to the 


politicians. 
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The British Youth Council 
57 Chalton St. 
London NWI IHU 
T: 0171 387 7559 


Activ88 
3-11 Pine St 
London EC1R 0JH 
T: 0171 833 1988 
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profits so greatly from its 
cheaper, less responsibly 
= мде рей like those in the 
goni region. 
Though the Ogoni face 
problems other than Shell’s 
activities, oil production has 
been the major agent of change 
in the country and where this 
business has not been carried 
out responsibly, it has 


doorstep. Shell Out launched 
its campaign by blockading 
Shell’s annual general meeting 
in London on 17th May. They 
were not alone. Several other 
pressure groups were also 


рене includin the 
ransport and eneral 
Workers Union who 


complained that Shell ignored 
workers’ rights and wildlife 


evidence that Shell’s activities 


worldwide are causing 
increasing concern. 
Greenpeace calls Shell's 


business in Ogoniland 'A 
microcosm of what we are 
doing to the entire earth, just 
less visibly.' Certainly, there 
is little to stop multinational 
companies acting as the 

choose in poor, unstable 


produce with ease in the third 
world, they have to sell their 
products first. It is here that 
they are most vulnerable to 
pressure. Campaigns and 
product boycotts are 
increasingly being taken up in 
the consuming countries of 
Europe and North America as 
more people start making 
connections between the 
devastation of communities and 


escalated existing problems as regions where they are able to 
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unfurling a huge banner from the flagpoles outside Shell's Annual General Meeting at 
| the Queen Elizabeth Il Conference Centre, London in June. 
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collusion between Shell and 
the Nigerian authorities in 
defence of their joint interests. 
As evidence of such collusion, 
Shell Out points to a memo 
leaked from the Nigerian High 
Commission. in London 
recording a meeting in march 
between the Nigerian High 
Commissioner, four senior 
Shell officials and 
representatives of the 
Nigerian army and police. 
The meeting discussed the 
publicity about Saro-Wiwa’s 
detention put out by the Body 
Shop chain. 


Confronted by a 
peaceful 
demonstration of 
10,000 Ogoni, the 
troops opened fire 
killing one man and 
injuring many more. 


Shell reported that it had been 
'Inundated with hundreds of 
letters of protest and abuse 
regarding their operations in 
Nigeria' from pressure groups, 
individuals and even Shell 


TOO 


shareholders. The memo 
records Shell and the Nigerian 
officials formulating a joint 
strategy for dealing with the 
bad publicity resulting from 
pressure group campaigns and 
media coverage of the Ogoni 
situation. 
Though much of the evidence 
of Shell's collusion in military 
operations is anecdotal or 
disputed, it is misleading for 
Shell to argue that it is not a 
major player in the political 
and economic affairs of a 
country where its business 
accounts for such a large 
Ls ortion of public revenue. 
hell has demonstrated its 
willingness and ability to 
intervene in local politics 
despite its stated policy to the 
contrary and has even 
reported the fact in a public 
briefing called ‘The Ogoni 
Issue.’ “Though our policy is 
to avoid any involvement in 
politics,' it states, "We believe 
we have a right and 
responsibility to make its 
views known on matters 


affecting the company, its 


employees and the communities 

with which we work. 
Whether funding for the 

violent military suppression 


of the Ogoni comes directly 
from Shell or from the taxes 
and royalties which are 
largely generated by oil 
extraction, it is clear that Shell 
and the government are highly 
interdependent. 


The Ogoni have seen 
their traditional way 
of life swept away 
despite the huge 
amounts of revenue 
generated from their 
oil 


For this reason, and while 
Shell publicly voices its 
‘concern about the actions of 
both sides in the dispute' by 
which it refers to MOSOP and 
the government, not itself, it 
cannot wholly distance itself 
from the actions of a 
government which came to 
power through the violence of 
a military coup and according 
to Amnesty maintains its rule 
by the violent suppression of 
any opposition. Shell is 
aware of these activities and 


claims to deplore them, yet 
states that its “ most effective 
contribution to Nigeria is 
through the taxes and royalties 
we pay. 
The situation in Britain and in 
other oil-consuming countries is 
very different from that in 
Nigeria. When Shell proposed 
a pipeline from Cheshire to 
Scotland, it prepared 17 
detailed surveys known and 
Environmental Impact 
Assessments (EIAs) and 
diverted the route of the pipe 
where it considered the impact 
to be excessive. Once the pipe 
was buried, the land was 
restored to its former state and 
Shell trumpeted its achievement 
in a television advertisement. 
The customers were reassured: 
Shell cared. 
When Shell laid a pipeline in 
Nigeria In April 1993, its 
contractors were escorted by 
troops. Confronted by a 
eaceful demonstration of 
0,000 Ogoni, the troops 
opened fire killing one man and 
injuring many more. There were 
no EIAs or consultations, just 
brute force and indifference. 
Thus, Shell is able to maintain 
an environmentally concerned 
image here simply because it 


for oil in Kuwait, I have never 
seen an oil-rich town as 
completely impoverished as 
Oloibiri.’ Clearly, little of the 
oil money has trickled down 
to ordinary people. 

While the Ogoni’s own 
campaign for justice has 
effectively been subdued by 
force for the present, their 
cause has been taken up by 
campaigners іп Britain. 
Shell’s activities in Africa 
have led to vociferous 
protests here on its own 


lethal as long as you don’t pull the trigger. 


The London protests also 
coincided with the occupation 
of the Brent Spar, the disused 
Shell oil rig in the North Sea. 
Shell’s spectacular decision 
not to sink the Spar after the 
wave of protest across 
Europe, gave Ogoni 
supporters fresh hope that the 
awareness of Shell's double- 
standards could be spread to 
the Niger Delta. 

There is undoubtedly growing 


earnings and their lack of 
regulations. 
ere such companies are not 


conducting а principled 
business, local populations 


are often in a poor position to 
complain or take effective 
action and when they do, it 
often leads to situations like 
that in the Ogoni region. Yet, 
the very strength of the 
multinationals is also their 
weakness: though they can 


medical attention... [ am like 
Ogoni - battered, bruised, 
brutalised, bloodied and almost 
buried.’ Despite pressure from 
consumers and shareholders for 
Shell to intervene in Saro- 
Wiwa’s. behalf, it has declined 
to do so. Though Shell says 
that it would, ‘Wish Mr Saro- 
Wiwa to be correctly treated 
and have access to proper legal 
and healthcare facilities,’ it 
will take more than sentiment to 
save Ken Saro-Wiwa and the 
rest of the Ogoni people. 
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Baffled by the Scott 
Enquiry? 
James Mclvor gets 
to the bottom of 
Britain's arms trade 
and reveals what 
horrors may lie 


ahead... 


Don’t fall asleep just yet. This 
is just one example of how 
politics is nothing to do 
democracy. It has been called 
the biggest inquiry into abuse 
of political power this country 
has seen. 

The Scott Inquiry was set up 
in the wake of the collapsed 
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Matrix Churchill trial in 
November 1992. Executives 
of the Coventry machine tool 
company were cleared of 
breaking the embargo on arms 
export to Iraq during the 
1980s when evidence emerged 
showing that the government 
had prior knowledge of the 
trade. 

Prime Minister John Major 
was engulfed in his greatest 
political crisis to date. It 
appeared that ministers and 
officials at the Foreign Office, 
Ministry of Defence and 
Department of Trade and 
Industry had colluded in the 
illegal supply of military 
equipment to Saddam Hussein 
right up to and even after his 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Moreover, it now seemed that 
they had tried to cover up the 
affair by suppressing 


information that would save the 
Matrix Churchill defendants from 
jail. 

Hoping to buy time, Major granted 
Sir Richard Scott extremely open 
terms of reference and 
unprecedented powers to subpoena 
documents and hear evidence in 
public. However, Scott's 
unconcealed impatience with 
Whitehall's culture of closed 
government and the obstruction 
and evasion of even the most 
‘distinguished’ witnesses, soon 
dashed all hopes of an 
establishment whitewash. Instead 
we have been permitted a glimpse 
into the workings of the British 
secret state, reminiscent of the 
Iran-Contra hearings in 
Washington. 

When Iraq attacked Iran in 
September 1980 and initiated an 
horrific and pointless eight-year 
border war in which over a million 
people died, the Foreign Office 
pledge that British companies 
would not be allowed to sell ‘lethal 
equipment to either side. 

In fact, like their American and 


Saudi Е they viewed the 
Ayatollah’s radical Islam as the 
prime threat to ‘stability’ in the 
Middle East and secretly supported 
Iraq despite the brutally repressive 
character of the Ba’athist regime. 
Bush and the US National Security 
establishment saw Hussein as “The 
West’s policeman in the region’ on 
account of his anti-communist 
stance. Thatcher was also eager to 
‘exploit Iraq’s promising market for 
arms’ and the ban was privately 
interpreted ‘as flexibly as possible.’ 
A weapons complex built by the 
MoD’s own arms sales company, 
International Military Services, was 
defined as ‘non-lethal’ while a blind 
eye was turned to intelligence 
reports warning that ‘NBC’ 
(nuclear, biological and chemical) 
equipment supplied to Jordan was 
ending up in Iraq. One ex-minister 
told the Inquiry that ‘something 
like ten times as much defence 
equipment had been exported to 
Iraq than to Iran since the 
outbreak of the war.' 

In 1984, in an effort to reinforce its 
public stance of strict neutrality, 
the Foreign Office instituted tighter 


guidelines stating that ‘we should 
not in future approve orders for any 
defence equipment which in our 
view would significantly enhance the 


We have been permitted a 
glimpse into the workings 
of the British secret state, 
reminiscent of the iran- 
Contra hearings in 
Washington 


capability of either side to prolong or 
exacerbate the conflict.’ 
Nevertheless, Alan Clark, Minister 
for Trade from 1986 to 1989, 
admitted that he had ‘regarded the 
guidelines as being so imprecise and 
so obviously drafted with the object 
of flexibility in either direction....as 
to make them fair game. 

His attitude was shared by the MoD 
Working Group, dominated by the 
notoriously ‘gung-ho’ Defence Export 
Sales organisation, charged with 


granting export licences on the basis | 


of the guidelines. Applications were 
referred up to an Inter- 
Departmental Committee 


comprising the MoD and DTI who 
thought arms should be sold to 
anyone who could pay for them and 
the FO, concerned with 
‘presentational’ difficulties. 

The roles and agendas of the 
intelligence services remain 
shrouded in official secrecy. In 
closed evidence to Scott, officers of 
MI6, GCHQ and the Defence 
Intelligence staff admitted they had 


This was less ‘cock-up’ or 
‘conspiracy’ than ‘cocked- 
up conspiracy’ 


been proactive in maintaining ‘grey 
market’ supply lines to preserve the 
flow of information about Iraqi 
procurement activities - an ‘absurd 
paradox’ exhibiting ‘total circularity 


according to Clark. Ministers 


complained that intelligence reports 
detailing Hussein’s use of British 
‘dual-use’ machine tools to build up 
to his own arms industry had never 
reached them. 

In 1988 Iraq was emerging as the 
dominant superpower in the region 
and was know in Whitehall as ‘The 
Big Prize’ - an ally to be nurtured 


and a market to be won. Through 
generous export credit 
arrangements, trade rose from £2.9 
billion to £31.5 billion, despite the 
fact that Hussein had now begun 
using chemical weaponry against 
his own citizens. In February of 
that year, he gassed 5,000 Kurdish 
civilians in a single air raid. 

The Iran-Iraq ceasefire in August 
offered the prospect of a lucrative 
‘post-war reconstruction’ but 
Foreign secretary Geoffrey Howe 
worried that, ‘It could look very 
cynical if, so soon after expressing 
outrage about the treatment of 
Kurds, we adopt a more flexible 
approach to arms sales.’ So, when 
Clark (DTI), Lord Trefgarne (MoD) 
and William Waldegrave (FO) 
loosened the guidelines further in 
December, Parliament and public 
were repeatedly assured that policy 
had not changed. 

Meanwhile, new military 
equipment flooded into one of the 
world’s most dangerous flashpoints 
- radar systems from Marconi and 
Plessy, local assembly 
communications kits from Racal, 


and of course, artillery lathes from 
Matrix Churchill. 

The scandal was set in motion, 
however, when parts for a 
‘supergun’ were seized from 
Sheffield Forgemasters and Walter 
Somers in April 1990 by HM 
Customs, who operate as an 
independent investigation 
authority. They were 

forced to drop their prosecution 
aftera backbench Tory MP warned 
he would take evidence of official 
involvement to court. He told Scott: 
‘I was seriously concerned for these 
people. To my knowledge they had 
done nothing wrong at all, and they 
had given every cooperation and 
every assistance and people were 
just asking their hands and letting 
them go to jail. This is Britain...... 
Customs officers, reportedly furious 
at having been ‘ stabbed in the 
back' by the government (whose 
sanctions they were trying to 
enforce) determined to secure 
convictions in the Matrix Churchill 
case. However, this trial held even 
more scope for government 
embarrassment, amid stories that 
Alan Clark had given a ‘nod and 


wink' to machine tool 
manufacturers in advice on how to 
‘couch’ export licence applications. 
In a phrase that sheds light on 
many dark, ‘deniable’ corners of the 
affair, Clark later confessed, 'I had 
to indulge in a fiction, and invite 
them to participate in a fiction.’ 


One in ten manufacturing 
jobs in Britain is now 
defence related, making 
the economy more reliant 
on arms production than 
any other country in 
Europe 


When Customs wouldn't be 
deterred, government lawyers 
prepared Public Interest Immunity 
Certificates denying the defence 
access to internal documents which 
proved their innocence. These were 
signed by seven ministers, among 
them Peter Lilley, Malcolm Rifkind 
and Kenneth Clarke on the advice 
of Attorney General, Sir Nicholas 
Lyell. 

In fact, the only ‘intelligence source’ 


at risk of exposure was the 
company's own managing director, 
whom MI6 had recruited in 1988 
and ‘dumped’ once he was arrested 
in 1991. The bubble burst when 
these ‘gagging orders’ were 
overruled by the trial judge and 
Clark lost interest in maintaining 
the facade of innocence. 

Scott concluded his hearings last 


July. It revealed damning criticism, 


dishonesty, buck-passing and 
contempt for democratic 
accountability, not to mention grave 
interferences in a criminal trial. 
Particularly in the firing line were 
Lyell, Waldegrave and Kenneth 
Clarke, although Thatcher and 
Major remain well insulated. 

It must be remembered, however, 
that it was only a curious twist of 
history (less cock-up’ or ‘conspiracy 
than ‘cocked-up conspiracy’) that 
placed British boys at the wrong 
end of British gun-barrels and 
brought the entire business to light. 
Malpractices isolated by Scott can 
be fully understood only against the 
background of increasing 
interpenetration between 
government and the arms business 
and the ‘militarised economy’ that 


John Pilger has called, Тһе hidden 
legacy of the Thatcher era.’ 

While Britain’s manufacturing 
sector was abandoned to market 
forces, the arms industry has been 
cosseted at home and promoted 
abroad. Thatcher’s obsession led 
her all over the globe personally 
negotiating contracts on its behalf, 
including the massive ‘Al-Yamamah’ 
deal with Saudi Arabia, reputed to 
be worth around £30 billion in oil. 
Almost half of all research and 
development funding 

is allocated to ‘defence’. One in ten 
manufacturing jobs in Britain are 
now defence related, making the 
economy more reliant on arms 
production than any other in 


Europe. 


We cater for 20% of the world 
market, placing us second only to 
the US. Weapons exports have 
increased fourfold since 1979. 
About 8046 of this went to the 
developing world, mostly Asia and 
the Middle East. | 

Our regular customers include such 
‘friendly regimes as Malaysia, who 
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were induced to buy British with a 
£234 million ‘sweetener’ illegally 
lifted from the overseas aid budget: 
Nigeria, who crush calls for 
democracy with British Mark 3 
Tanks; and Indonesia, who 
maintain their campaign of terror 
and genocide in east Timor with 
Hawk aircraft from our leading 
manufacturing company, British 
Aerospace. 

All this and more from a factory 
near you. The ‘workshop of the 
world’ has become its armoury. 
Scott’s findings should come as no 
surprise 35 years after President | 
Eisenhower warned America and 
the world: 

'In the councils of government, we 


must guard against the acquisition 


of unwarranted influence, whether 
sought or unsought, by the military- 
industrial complex. The potential for 
the disastrous rise of misplaced 
power exists and will persist.' 


For more info: 

Campaign Against the Arms Trade 11 
Goodwin St, London N4 3HQ (0171) 281-0297 
Not The Scott Report: A Private Eye Special 

available from CATT £1.50 +p+p 
Truth Is A Difficult Concept by Richard 
Norton-Taylor, 4th Estate £7.99 


A GUIDE TO THE SCOTT. INQUIRY: Bv James Mclvor = 
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WHO’S WHO: 


DIRECT ACTION 
NETWORKS 


AND 
DISORGANISATIONS 


FREEDOM NETWORK 


Alliance of approx 80 groups opposing the CJA. London 
office information point and referral for general enquiries. 
Produces events list of actions, parties and festies plus 
info-line giving up-to-the minute info. Motto of London 
office: Freedom Network Girls Wear No Knickers.’ 

For your nearest group call (0171) 738-6721. 

Info-line (0171) 501-9253. For events list send A4 sae to: 
Freedom Network, The Old Dolehouse, 372 Coldharbour 
Lane, London SW9, E-mail: FreedomnetGegn.apc.org 


ADVANCE PARTY 


Network of sound systems and party/festie organisers. 
London office acts as advice and networking centre. Also 
involved in promoting "responsible partying’ and 
awareness of legal rights and procedure. Has worked 
closely with Liberty. Up for mass action against Babylon, 


on all fronts. CJA? No Way! 
Advance Party: (0181) 450-6929. 


UNITED SYSTEMS 


spiral Tribe-based network of sound systems. Part of 
International Free Party Network. Gives legal advice and 
access to legal representation. All together: you've got to 
fight for your right...United Systems: 

(0181) 959-7525 (0181) 889-5214 (0171) 652-4602. 

E-mail: clubsesunshyne.demon.co.uk 

c/o 19 Thirleeby Road, Burnt Oak, Middlesex, НАЗ OHF. 


ROAD ALERT! 


Information network for NVDA protests against road 
building. Produce excellent weekly news updates and 
irregular 16-раае magazine. Also publish ‘The Complete 
Anti-Road Protester’ - 70+ pages of practical inspiration. 
Veterans of Twyford Down. Two jailed for breaking high 
court injunction. PO Box 5544, Newbury RG14 5FB. (01635) 
921770. E-mail:roadalert@gn.apc.org 


EARTH FIRST! 


Network of over 40 autonomous direct action eco- 
campaigners linked by the motto: ‘No Compromise: In 
Defence Of Mother Earth.’ Has newsletter on actions alll 
over UK. Plus Corporate Watch which gives advice on 
lel to access info on companies. Linked with Toxic 
еп!.. 
Earth First! Action Update available with donation from: 
EFIAU, c/o Dead Trees EF!, Box 25, 82 Colston Street, Bristol, 
В51 5BB. 
Toxic Alert!: PO Pox 29, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral, L66 
ЗТХ. (01978) 820819 or (0151) 339-5473. E-mail: 
cats@gn.apc.org 3 
Corporate Watch: Вох CW, 111 Magdalen Road, Oxford, 
ОХА IRQ (01865) 245016. | 


CRITICAL MASS 


Non-organisation - a monthly coincidence in which 
hundreds of cyclists converge at one point and take over 
the roads in towns and cities all over the country. Held 
every last Friday in the month. On yer bike. 

PO Box 3738, London E8 2BA. 

E-mail: mccx4pch@fs2.ee.umist.ac.uk 


RECLAIM THE STREETS 


Newly re-formed direct action network committed fo 
ending the rule of the car. Key exponents of putting the 
fun back into politics. RTS's news update is well worth 
subscribing to - packed with info and forthcoming 
actions. Not linked to the Revolutionary Pedestrians 
Front. 

RTS: 2 Crossway, London N16 8HX. Tel: (0171) 254-2290. 


L.A.M.B. 


Lloyds and Midland Boycott: to persuade both banks To 
cancel the crippling debts owed to them by third world 
countries and to promote ethical finance. Have invaded 
annual (or should that be anal) general meetings of both 
banks and other ‘Major corporate scumbags. (0161) 274- 
4665. c/o Grassroots MUSU, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 
9PR. E-mail:mfejjoeGmh] .mcc.ac.uk 


$.Q.U.A.S.H. 


Squatters Action For Secure Homes: Campaign to put 
across the many positive aspects of squatting and to 
highlight the real issue - 868,000 empty buildings in this 
country. The biggest culprit is the Ministry of Defence! 
SQUASH: 2 St. Paul's Road, London NI 2QN. (0171) 226- 
8938. 


HUNT SABOTEURS 
ASSOCIATION 


Network of groups committed to saving wildlife by 
obstructing hunts and shoots. Spend winter running 
about in driving wind and rain following hounds and 
putting them off the scent using harmless lemon spray 
and confusing horn calls. An extremely alternative way of 
keeping fit. PO Box 1, Nottingham, NG4 2JY. (0115) 959 
0357. E-mail: hsa@gn.apc.org 


DIRECT ACTION 
NETWORK 


Network for disabled rights. Have organised series of 
actions: Outside Houses of Parliament over Disabled 
Rights Bill, at Harrods over wheelchair ban, at the Telethon 
to highlight their slogan: ‘Rights Not Charity’ and at 
actions all over the country. Empowerment on wheels. 
Tel: (0181) 889-136] 


OUTRAGE 


Lesbian and gay direct action group. Specialise in 
‘zapping’ targets that are seen to be homophobic. Held 
numerous occupations/disruptions includes ones at the 
General Synod, the Crown Prosecution Service and Royal 
Mail. Also linked to the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, 
the most sinful nuns you're ever likely to meet. 

Tel: (0171) 439-238]. 


LESBIAN AVENGERS 


New direct action group to promote lesbian visibility and 
rights. Made a name for themselves when 'invaded' 
offices of the Sunday Times and handcuffed themselves 
to the filing cabinets after paper wrote a scathing article 
on lesbians. 

(0181) 852-3956 PO Box 501, London SE21 7DS. 


THE LAND IS OURS 


See feature on ‘Stocking, Dicks and Diggers.’ 
Box E, 111 Magdalen Road, Oxford, ОХА IRQ. 
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DEFEND DIVERSITY 
DEFEND DISSENT 


Ihe Criminal Justice and Public 
Order Act is the most wide-ranging 
attack on human rights in the UK in 
recent years. Liberty believe it 
violates international human rights 
law, and rather than preventing 
erime, it is more likely to increase 
discrimination against already 
marginalised groups. 

Diversity in our society should be 
celebrated and encouraged, not Ae 

outlawed. 

Join Liberty now and receive a FREE copy of Defend 
Diversity, Defend Dissent, our invaluable guide to the 
Criminal Justice Act. 


YES I/we wish to join Liberty (please tick as required) 
| | Individual £20 [ ] Unwaged £6 [ ] Student £5 (1 year only) 


уе wish to give a donation of (Cheque/PO 
made payable to Liberty) 


Total amount enclosed £ 


Name 
Address 


EN S м 
Return to: Liberty, Freepost, 21 Tabard Street, London, 
SEIGBP. Tel: 0171 403 3888. pod 


Reach out x take Control 
your housing ! 


e rs 
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TEL 0181 612 7316 


UNDERCURRENTS 


"Shockingly direct" 
I-D Magazine 


"Compelling viewing" 
The Independent 


"The News you don't see" 
Time Out 


[he world's first video news service on VH5 

cassette, featuring 110 mins of positive and entertaining 
coverage of issues that matter. Including: live animal 
exports, hunting, policing, the car culture, 3rd World 
debt, land reform, Northern Ireland, culture & music. 


One issue: waged £9.50, unwaged £6.50, 
subscription for four: waged £32.00, unwaged £20.00. 
From: Small World, 46 Rymers Lane, Oxford, OX4 3LB. 
Tel. 01865 712520, cheques payable to: 

‘Small World Media’, quote reference number 'L 100' 


BE PODITIVE! 


Make life easier - put yourself on the 
POD mailing list m’dear. Fill in the 
form below and we'll let you know 
when the next issue of POD is out. 
Pod is now officially an annual but 
anyone on the mailing list will be sent 
quarterly updates and news of 
important events and gatherings for a 
small charge. 

Please send your form to: Mailing List, . 
POD HQ, PO Box 23, London SE4 
1SW. (Please write in block capitals). 


| ао Д анан 
Where did you get POD 6 from? 


